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Report a Road / Street Lighting Fault 

online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/apps/roadconditions/ 

Due to the current situation our teams are focused on 

delivering essential services and therefore defects may not 

be repaired within our normal timescales and some activities 

may be significantly delayed. During this period, when 

submitting a defect report, it is essential that you provide 

contact details and where possible a photo. This assists us in 

assessing the defect risk efficiently.  Santa’s last shenigans of 2020. 

Celebrating our Young Scots 

Since its launch in 2006, the Sunday 

Mail Young Scot Awards have been 

Scotland’s only national awards 

evening for the young people of 

Scotland. They have celebrated the 

inspirational contributions and achievements of 

thousands of young Scots who have made a real 

difference to communities across Scotland. 

We’ve seen the stories from the most incredible 

young people. Former nominees have risen to the 

top of the sporting, business, entertainment and 

the art worlds. Hundreds more are making a 

lasting difference all over the country. 

Do you know a young person or a group who 

went above and beyond this past year? Have 

they made a difference in the community or 

maybe showed entrepreneurial spirit. 

Nominations are now open at 

www.youngscotawards.com. 

Closing date 14th February. 

The St Cyrus Hotel about 1850. 

Thanks Ron Beveridge! 

Citizen of the Year award 

Every year the Rotary Club of LK and 

district recognizes an individual or two 

who have contributed to the well 

being of their community. Last year the 

Club honoured Lily Barnett of 

Laurencekirk and Roy Allet of Marykirk. 

This year again the Club invites nominations for its 

annual Citizen of the Year award. Nominations 

can be made by an individual or an organisation 

to recognise the efforts of people who voluntarily 

made a positive contribution in the community. 

There is no lower or upper age limit, and the only 

stipulation is that nominees should reside in the 

area covered by the Rotary Club which is 

Laurencekirk, Fettercairn, Luthermuir, Marykirk, St 

Cyrus, Inverbervie and Fordoun districts. 

Please send your Nominations to 

laurencekirkrotary@gmail.com by 30 April 2021 

with the name of the nominee and a description 

of the work carried out which makes them worthy 

of consideration of an award. 

The mental health issues 

related to lockdown and the 

pandemic are hard for 

everyone but especially for 

those already battling with their mental health.  

MIND have a 24 hour helpline: 0300 123 3393.  

http://www.stcyrusnewsletter.org.uk/
online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/apps/roadconditions/
http://www.youngscotawards.com
mailto:laurencekirkrotary@gmail.com
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St Cyrus Public Hall 

ST CYRUS PUBLIC HALL COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 

We should be gathering for our Annual General 

Meeting but sadly not possible at this time. Once 

we are back to some semblance of normality then 

we can meet face to face again but in the 

meantime following on is the Chair’s and 

Treasurer’s Reports on the last year to 31 January 

2021. Should anyone wish to see the more detailed 

accounts please let us know (contact details 

below) and we will forward a copy but we have 

tried to keep it brief for the Newsletter but we also 

need to share the basic information to keep OSCR 

happy.  

CHAIR’S REPORT  

It’s been an eventful year though mainly 

uneventful in the case of the Hall usage. Our Hall 

was closed from Thursday 19 March 2020 and re-

opened on Friday 4 September then closed down 

again just before Christmas and remains closed at 

the time of writing.  

During the closed period the Hall was used by the 

Food Larder, run by the Community Council and 

volunteers, and they were very generous in that 

part of their grant monies was donated towards 

the Hall expenses and we take this opportunity to 

thank them again because their contribution did 

make a substantial difference.  

Whilst the Hall was open, we were severely 

restricted due to social distancing requirements as 

to which groups could actually hire the Hall - we 

were restricted to 12 people in the Main Hall during 

any one session with the Hall Committee as well as 

the hirers/users required to complete Risk 

Assessments re Covid 19 to ensure all were as safe 

as possible. We provided the necessary hand 

sanitiser, antibacterial sprays/wipes and introduced 

a one way system. However, our reopening was 

short-lived due to the increase in infection rates. 

Frances, our Hall Treasurer/Secretary, secured a 

covid grant of £10,000 and we are also running the 

200 Club again. Thank you to Frances and all our 

past and present players.  

Lara, our Hall Keeper has been regularly checking 

the Hall, running taps, flushing loos etc and she 

discovered a small leak coming from the vent in 

the Small Hall ceiling. It appears the wood on the 

turret is letting water in which is running down a 

pipe into the hall roof space. Hopefully our last 

year’s project of painting the turret will happen this 

coming year and we can have the wood 

inspected at the same time.  

Frances has still being doing her role as Secretary / 

Treasurer issuing invoices, paying bills as the Hall still 

requires maintenance despite not been used 

much. She has also been doing the 200 club draw 

every month with the help of her neighbour so 

thank you Mrs Wood and Frances. Unfortunately 

we will be unable to have our AGM so we are 

hoping the present Committee will be prepared to 

stay on for another year or until we meet again.  

I would like to finish with a huge thank you to Lara, 

our gardener Aaron and especially to Frances as 

she has had as much to do even in these strange 

times.  

TREASURER’S REPORT  

As you will see from the Accounts we ended the 

financial year with a surplus of £8,269. However, this 

was only achieved because we were fortunate to 

get a £10K Grant to cover business closure due to 

the Covid-19 lockdown. Sadly, village halls and 

community spaces seem to have disappeared off 

the ‘needing assistance’ list at the moment but we 

have sufficient funds to keep the Hall in reasonable 

repair in the meantime.  

The only fund-raising we managed this year was 

continuing with the 200 Club. This generated 

£2,210. OSCR frown on fund-raising being ‘netted’ 

so an initial glance at the accounts can be 

misleading - you need to study the payments as 

well as the receipts.  

As Christine mentioned, our turret repairs didn’t 

progress hence the difference in the Repairs - they 

would have been more or less the same as year 

ended 2020 had the work been carried out, but it 

will require to be completed this year. Part of the 

requirement of our re-opening in September was 

that the windows be open whilst the Hall is in use to 

help with ventilation. As you will see from the 

Accounts - Electricity - this is a costly although 

necessary exercise - £1,783.  

We have still to receive the invoice for our PPL PRS 

Licence (Phonographic Performance Limited and 

Performing Rights Society). They were kind enough 

to offer a reduction since the Hall has been closed 

for 6 months  so the initial invoice is being reviewed.  

Our Insurance Company has also been 

sympathetic in that they have extended our cover 

for 3 months free of charge so rather than renewal 

being due 1st April it’s delayed until 1st July. We 

ended the year with a reasonably healthy balance 

of £25,199. We will continue to be prudent with 

these funds but there are some essential repairs we 

need to complete when the restrictions are lifted.  

If anyone wishes sight of the full set of accounts, 

please let us know and we can arrange for them to 

be forwarded.  

Christine Jamieson (Chair) 

Tel: 01674 850642  

Frances Whyte (Secretary/Treasurer) 

Mob. 07869 126956  
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Latest advice about coronavirus at 

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19 

www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

200 Club Winners 

As ever, congratulations to our winners and thank 

you to Mrs Ethel Wood for helping us out by 

completing the draw - and standing outside in 

the freezing cold in order to do it!  

 November 2020 December 2020 

£100 Carol Cooper Wendy Sparrow 

£  50 Iris Robertson Charlotte Alexander 

£  25 Brian Laundon Lisa Pirie 

£  15 Alison Bosworth Rhona Keith 

£  10 Lisa Pirie Morag  Hamilton 

RECEIPTS 

PAYMENTS 
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Organ Donation 

 

The law around organ and tissue donation in 

Scotland is changing. 

In July 2019, the Human Tissue (Authorisation) 

(Scotland) Act 2019 gained Royal Assent. The 

legislation sets out an opt out system of organ 

and tissue donation for transplantation.  

From 26 March 2021, if you die in circumstances 

where you could become a donor and have not 

recorded a donation decision, it may be 

assumed you are willing to donate your organs 

and tissue for transplantation. This is commonly 

referred to as an ‘opt out’ system and will apply 

to most adults resident in Scotland. 

www.organdonationscotland.org/about-

donation 

You still have a choice if you want to be a donor 

or not when you die, and you do not have to wait 

until March 2021 to make this decision. 

The best way to record your donation decision is 

by registering either an opt-in or opt-out decision 

on the NHS Organ Donor Register.  

If you do not record a decision, it may be 

assumed that you are willing to become a donor. 

Your family will always be asked about your latest 

views on donation, to ensure it would not 

proceed if this was against your wishes. 

Happy New Year from the St Cyrus Solos! 

We had our awards ceremony and Christmas night in via 

zoom this year.  It was actually good fun, Debbie organised 

a top quality quiz and it went down a treat.  It was great as always being able to recognise the 

achievements of our members, even in an absolutely rubbish year!  We have purchased trophies to 

award the members.... we just need to wait until the end of lockdown so we can collect them from the 

trophy shop! 

Looking forward to 2021 we have no idea what this year will look like and when we will be able to run as 

a group again.  Once the rules are relaxed, we will start meeting again in small groups, socially 

distanced as per government guidance for organised sport.  Getting together even in small groups was 

great for our physical and mental health last year; it felt like a small bit of normality and was a welcome 

escape from the tedium of the covid rules. 

We are pressing on and planning the 10k for the end of July.  We are being realistic and know there's a 

very real chance that it simply won't happen.  Planning an event under covid rules brings with it a new 

set of challenges - waved starts, to avoid a mass huddle at the start line, race packs being posted 

ahead of time to avoid groups of people in the village hall, loads of portaloos and several other key 

things to consider.  It certainly won't be the same event we threw in 2019, but if it goes ahead, we will 

do our best to make it memorable for the participants.  

Onwards and upwards, hopefully this year brings with it 

some leaps forward and a phased return to a lifestyle 

which feels long forgotten. 

Look after yourselves and your loved ones,  

Solos out. 

Si Chalmers 

stcyrussolos@gmail.com 

http://stcyrussolos.webnode.com 

St.Cyrus Solos Running Club 

If we all use NHS services 

wisely, we can keep well 

this winter and get the care 

we need quickly, safely 

and as close to home as possible. 

If you think you need A&E, but it's not life-

threatening, you can now call NHS 24 on 111, day 

or night.  

Or you can still contact your GP practice as 

normal during the day.  

More info at www.nhsinform.scot/right-care 

Gas 

National Gas Emergency Tel. 0800 111999 

Electricity 

North of Scotland: 

Scottish & Southern Energy Networks 

Tel. 0800 300999 

Central & Southern Scotland: 

Scottish Power Energy Networks, 

Tel. 0800 0929290 

Power Cut Emergency 

National Power Cut Number, Tel. 105 

Water 

Scottish Water 0800 0778778 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/108681.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/108681.aspx
http://www.organdonationscotland.org/about-donation
http://www.organdonationscotland.org/about-donation
https://www.organdonationscotland.org/register-your-choice
mailto:stcyrussolos@gmail.com
http://stcyrussolos.webnode.com
https://www.facebook.com/StCyrus-Solos-Running-Club-851405071628268/?fref=ts
https://www.nhsinform.scot/right-careC:/Users/fcmjo/Documents/Bacharach,%20Germany%20jigsaw%20puzzle%20in%20Puzzle%20of%20the%20Day%20puzzles%20on%20TheJigsawPuzzles.com_files
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Lathallan is giving prospective Junior School pupils the opportunity to benefit from an 

exceptional independent school education at the most competitive price in the North 

East of Scotland. 

Johnshaven-based Lathallan - which has places for children aged six weeks to 18 years 

across their Nursery, Junior and Senior School - is now welcoming applications from 

primary 1 or primary 2 aged pupils to join Lathallan Pathways for an August 2021 start. 

Lathallan Pathways is a bespoke plan that makes it easier for parents to take the first 

steps towards an independent education for their child. 

All-inclusive annual fees for Junior 1 and Junior 2 pupils are capped at 

£8,031, which is comparative to the cost of a full-time nursery place and 

lower than any independent school in the North East of Scotland. 

Pupils at Lathallan Junior School benefit from small class sizes, specialist 

teachers in Art, Modern Languages, Music, Science and PE and fees include 

all meals. 

Lathallan makes full use of its expansive 60 acre grounds, which are home to a zip wire, on-site school 

farm, polytunnel, treehouse classroom, four rugby pitches and numerous outdoor learning areas. 

Science is delivered to Junior School pupils from the modern state-of-the-art Lathallan Science Centre. 

“The child is seen as an individual here,” said Lathallan’s new Head of Junior School Mrs Hossick. “One of 

our real strengths at Lathallan is tapping into that individuality and finding a child’s talent. 

“We then work to nurture that talent. Not every child is going to be a star on the sports field or a star on 

the stage or a star in the science lab but we get to know our children really well. 

“It’s not just our class teachers who know the pupils well. It’s every teacher and member of staff. I know 

every child at the Junior School. I know what’s in them and what 

they need for us to help them achieve their full potential.” 

If you child is eligible to begin primary 1 or primary 2 in August then 

please get in touch with our Admissions Officer Nicola Harrison who 

will deal with all aspects of your application. Contact Nicola on 

admissions@lathallan.org.uk. 

Find out more at www.lathallan.org.uk/pathways 

We have a lot of volunteers in St Cyrus, so if you or 

anyone you know needs help, please contact us 

via email stcyruscommunitycouncil@gmail.com or 

leave a message on our facebook page 

www.facebook.com/stcyruscommunitycouncil. 

Bervie Pantry is supporting 

people in Inverbervie, 

Arbuthnott, Gourdon and 

St Cyrus with food and other essential items.  

Please message our facebook page in 

confidence if you require support or drop us a 

message if you would like any of the frozen 

meals set aside. 

Opening hours for week beginning 1/2/21: 

Monday 6-8 Thursday 10-12 

Tuesday 1-3 Friday 1-3 

Wednesday 10-12 Saturday 10-12 

Wishlist: Shampoo & conditioner, Men’s razors, 

Anti-bacterial spray, babywipes.  

Donation Points are: Bervie Pantry, 75 King Street, 

Inverbervie; Scotmid Inverbervie; and Gourdon 

Shop. 

We remind folks that absolutely anyone is 

welcome to come in for sanitary products, these 

are a necessity, not a luxury. 

We are also registered with Aberdeenshire 

Council’s Green Dog Walker Scheme; pop in 

during opening hours and get your free poo bags 

and help keep our streets clean. 

Covid-19 Vaccinations 

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/social-care-and-

health/ahscp/  

Our Aberdeenshire Vaccination teams are 

starting to call people, so please if you get a 

call from 0330 128 9919 know that it is not a 

scam and please answer. Please support 

others who might struggle by letting them 

know they may get a call and also the 

number to look out for.  

Tullo and Twinshiels Wind Farms Community Fund 

Please note that, in common with several other 

windfarm funds, the panel has taken the decision 

to postpone the closing date 

for entries until 30th June 2021. 

This will allow groups who have 

been unable to meet regularly 

in 2020 time to submit 

applications. 

mailto:admissions@lathallan.org.uk
http://www.lathallan.org.uk/pathways
mailto:stcyruscommunitycouncil@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/stcyruscommunitycouncil
https://www.facebook.com/Bervie-Pantry-477891222311493
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/environment/green-dog-walkers/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aberdeenshire.gov.uk%2Fsocial-care-and-health%2Fahscp%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3kOGCdbiZ9dnsT3ms8vnbadhl8jgYevllLgkgo2cZGYH_Tl-_WTLtXH6s&h=AT3J-ABPkX9W8bs5_Xhf94satkzdvqjk5Cav49dhK4VGuonLdKzhOcq40RXNDIl4K-qw-yxJJiE0qP
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aberdeenshire.gov.uk%2Fsocial-care-and-health%2Fahscp%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3kOGCdbiZ9dnsT3ms8vnbadhl8jgYevllLgkgo2cZGYH_Tl-_WTLtXH6s&h=AT3J-ABPkX9W8bs5_Xhf94satkzdvqjk5Cav49dhK4VGuonLdKzhOcq40RXNDIl4K-qw-yxJJiE0qP
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What a rollercoaster we are all on, such a different 

world full of confusion, masked faces making 

emotion hard to judge, alcohol wipes, uncertainty 

and loss, working from home, suspicion of the stray 

cough, home schooling, trying to make things feel 

‘normal’!  By now we are getting used to the fact 

‘normal’ may never be ‘normal’ again and we have 

to move forward and find new tools to make things work and new ways to be ‘together’!  

Perhaps the only part of our lives that continues to offer a recognisable, untouched constant is the 

natural world, our gardens, parks, the crack in the pavement with a shoot erupting or the wall with a 

mossy tussock between bricks or stone.  Many of us have sought solace in the outdoors all our lives and 

through COVID many of us have discovered a new connection.  

We only had a tiny garden when I was little, but I became entirely immersed in the 

magical miniature world under the stones, the birds on the garage roof (usually just 

sparrows and starlings) and later the fascination with dissecting any dead creatures I 

could find.  This fascination, encouraged by mum and dad, led me into a life of 

being connected to nature and this is the biggest gift I could have ever been given! 

My bedroom (shared by my unfortunate sister who blames me for not becoming a 

doctor) had a noisy collection of crickets, spiders, snails, slugs, hamsters, various 

birds, lizards, locusts and tadpoles to name but a few!  It’s brilliant that children’s 

innate fascination with the natural world has been given more time to be 

encouraged at home due to lockdown; connections and respect and awe like this 

are life changing and world saving! 

From a very personal viewpoint, working ‘on’ the reserve has been tough, still working from home and 

visiting for essential tasks, huge amounts of visitors, paperwork, risk assessments and trying to keep safe 

all weighing heavy; I have needed to step away into the outdoors too!  My peaceful place has been 

sharing what I see with you guys: the sea gooseberries, glorious light, the shifting sands, the colourful 

fungi, slime moulds, the geese calling and the swooshing arms of the brittle stars!   

Over the past few months, on my way down the windy road to the reserve, more often than not I have 

been amazed and excited to see a red squirrel effortlessly bounding around the hedgerows, trees and 

trotting down the stone steps of the large house on the corner! Red squirrels are the UK’s only native 

squirrel; they have lived here for over 10,000 years. They live in mixed woodlands, and because of this, 

they don’t have to hibernate as they don’t have to rely on a narrow dinner 

menu, eating seeds, nuts, acorns, sappy bark, eggs and even a chew of a 

cast deer antler or two! Throughout the autumn and winter they will hide 

and bury leftover food for when the weather gets really bad; fabulously, 

they will store or even dry nutritious fungi up the trees too! Their coat sheds 

twice a year, and just now they are a dark russet red with lovely ear tufts 

and extravagant tails that act as a cosy wrap in the cold weather. I often 

imagine them curled up in their winter dreys (shelter/nest) on a dark cold 

night, tail over nose and paws cosily tucked away in long fur. These 

characterful creatures move their ears individually like a dog would, 

locating noise and perhaps expressing how they feel!  

Unfortunately the Victorians, with their love of exotic species, introduced the grey squirrel in the 1800s. 

This larger North American species escaped into the wild later in the century. In a nutshell, excuse the 

pun, the greys and reds can’t live together successfully long term: the greys are stronger, bigger and 

with an additional bitter twist of fate, they carry squirrel pox which does not harm them but kills the reds. 

Sadly, it’s our fault the greys are here, as is the massive loss of native forests that has also had a 

catastrophic effect on their populations. If you want to find out more about the work that is being done 

to help protect Scotland’s red squirrels, the achievements so far and the threats they face and how you 

can help check out scottishsquirrels.org.uk and please remember to report your sightings.  

As you know I’m the only member of staff at the reserve, and without your help as a community, things 

would be very different. I have to thank the folks who have so proactively helped keep the reserve tidy; 

I see you with your bags!  I see that the Paws On Plastic folk are busy and active (check them out on 

social media!). Please, I must plea to you to keep an eye out for anyone not picking up dog poo and 

send me the details; we can’t risk a few giving everyone a bad name.  I have spoken to the council 

and the dog poo problem has got worse everywhere; it’s heart breaking.   

“Instructions for living a life. 

Pay attention. 

Be astonished. 

Tell about it.” 

Mary Oliver 

scottishsquirrels.org.uk
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I have to say a special thanks to Zandra Taylor, who, come rain or shine, goes to 

the reserve every day to litter pick the tideline, carparks and everywhere she can 

reach her picker with, she also goes above and beyond by clearing dog poo.  

She picked 102 poos in one day, from the cattle field.  Please let’s catch those 

responsible; it’s not only unsightly but very dangerous to the lives of the stock who 

will be returning to the field shortly.  

Flytipping, it’s on the increase everywhere and 

tipping on the road down to the reserve is no exception. Spread the 

word to folk, if you have a garden clearance or work done make 

sure you see the contractors trade waste licence and only ever use 

reputable companies. 

News!  

After many months of preparation we were delighted to get the news that the Rural Tourism 

Infrastructure Fund application made in partnership with Aberdeenshire Council has been successful! 

Thanks so much to all those who have offered support and evidence of need over the past few months. 

The funding of £202,000 will be used to improve the parking and toilet facilities on the reserve. The 

project aim is to enlarge the car park and clearly mark bays to accommodate vehicles that currently 

park along the roadside, to remove the circulation of coaches away from the visitor centre, and to use 

this as an opportunity to raise the quality of facilities - in terms of their durability, flow, landscape 

character and habitat value. The project will also provide three upgraded toilet cubicles and an 

enhanced accessible toilet, with a hoist, changing table and space for carers—a really positive and 

necessary step towards making St Cyrus NNR more accessible for everyone. Whilst the work on the car 

park is expected to begin in late summer, the work to upgrade the toilets is well underway; be aware 

that part of the carpark next to the office and visitor centre has been fenced off to keep visitors and the 

workers safe. Because of these works, we have reduced capacity for oversized vehicles; please bear 

this in mind if you are planning a trip to St Cyrus NNR.   

For the first time we have had two seasonal posts approved; I will post the details of these jobs. 

Therese Alampo, Reserve Manager 

Dog Fouling 

If you are experiencing problems with dog fouling in your neighbourhood, the 

Council may be able to help you.  

If you have witnessed a person allowing their dog to foul in a public area, and 

not picking up the faeces immediately and disposing of the poop in a suitable 

bin, you can report this to Environmental Health by telephone: 03456 08 12 07. 

Information the Environmental Health require to investigate the offence is: 

 The date, time and place the offence was witnessed; 

 The name and address of the dog owner or a description of the dog owner; 

 A description of the dog; 

 A car registration number  

This information will be passed to an authorised officer who will contact the dog owner and advise them 

of their legal responsibilities to clean up after their dog has fouled. When the identity of a dog owner is 

not known, patrols of the a rea at the times you witnessed the offence, may be organised. 

Alternatively, you can complete an online Dog Fouling Report Form - see 

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/environment/animal-health/dog-fouling/ 

Certain local authority officers are authorised under The Dog Fouling (Scotland) Act 2003 to issue fixed 

penalty notices to any person in charge of a dog who after it has fouled in a public place fails to 

immediately remove the excrement and dispose of it in a suitable receptacle. 

Aberdeenshire Council's authorised officers have been active in enforcing the provisions of this 

legislation and have served a number of fixed penalty notices. 

Officers routinely carry out enforcement patrols in Aberdeenshire, and any person found committing an 

offence is issued with a fixed penalty notice, incurring a fine of £80. This rises automatically to £100 if it is 

not paid within 28 days. 

A person who persistently offends, or where an officer feels that payment is unlikely to be made, may 

be reported under the Act to the procurator fiscal as an alternative to being issued a fixed penalty 

where the maximum fine available to the court is £500. 

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/environment/animal-health/dog-fouling/
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Hello Everyone, 

As I write, we’re coming up on February 2021 already. Christmas and New Year just a 

rapidly fading memory.  

As you know, we had, very sadly, to cancel all our Christmas Services and close the 

Church again for all services. At that time it was just to be on the safe side, but 

subsequently as you know, we were told to close by the Government. 

Well, what can I tell you? We’re still in the middle of this seemingly unending Lockdown. The Church 

doors are still firmly shut, with no services allowed by Law – except for Funerals (limited to 20 mourners) 

and weddings (limited to five persons, including the Minister!). I don’t, though many Churches do, live 

stream or Zoom or whatever it is, our services from St Cyrus Church. I don’t think it would be fair to 

several of the regular congregation who are not on the Internet at all. Instead I have been putting 

together a daily ‘Thought for Today’ which is either emailed or sent in the post to those not on 

computer. If any one out there would like to receive them, please just sent me an email or get on the 

phone, and I’ll happily add you to the list! 

Well – no more news just now. I sincerely pray that when 

the next Newsletter comes around I’m able to tell you 

that the Church is open again for all services. Don’t forget 

if you know of a pastoral need; if you just need to chat, or 

you would like to know more about any aspect of our 

ministry here in Mearns Coastal Parish, or become more 

involved in your Church, don’t hesitate to contact me by 

phone or email. 

With every Blessing, 

Norman 

Rev. Norman Trewren 

Ordained Local Minister at 

Mearns Coastal Parish, St Cyrus Church 

01561 377359 & 07488 388718 

email NLennoxTrewren@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Website: http://mearnscoastalparish.org  

en-gb.facebook.com/MearnsCoastal 

Interim Moderator: Rev. Brian Smith. 01561 340302 

email BSmith@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk: Dr Marshall Halliday. 01674 850549 

email mmhviennahorne@aol.com 

Pothole slalom 

When you hit a pothole with a car you might 

damage the car and you might get a shock. When 

you hit a pothole with a bike your bike might get 

damaged and you might fall off with possible injury. 

Earlier this year I cycled from Inverbervie to St Cyrus. The first part of 

the trip from Inverbervie to Gourdon was very pleasant as it went 

along a cycle path paid for by Sustrans. The road from Gourdon to 

Johnshaven is very rough. Then to get to St Cyrus you must join the 

main road and the fast moving metal boxes. 

But when you come to St Cyrus first of all the sign is in the ditch. I have reported 

this several times this year. Then you cycle along the road past the Church.  You 

find a lot of potholes and loose gravel; in fact someone has put artificial grass 

carpet over one of the potholes. 

I have reported this to the relevant authorities several times this year. 

This cycle route is the number one cycle route in Britain and it is a 

disgrace as it comes through St Cyrus. 

As you reach the end of St Cyrus bypassed by the cycle path you are 

met with a road going back to the main road with lots of potholes. 

I feel we should take pride in our village. I would like to see more 

cycle paths and toilets for travellers. Cycle paths along Ecclesgreig 

Road from the new housing estate to the school and park.  

I have cycled in Angus from Arbroath to Carnoustie along the coast path and along the cycle path 

next to the main road. I note that Angus is now going to complete cycle paths all along the coast. It 

would be nice if Aberdeenshire did the same but according to Aberdeenshire’s next ten year plan they 

do not seem to consider this. 

I saw this today which sums it up: “when will infrastructure improve”. 

Dave Neill 

mailto:NLennoxTrewren@churchofscotland.org.uk
http://mearnscoastalparish.org
https://en-gb.facebook.com/MearnsCoastal
mailto:BSmith@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:mmhviennahorne@aol.com
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It’s a fact that we all have a fascination, and a dread, of 

winter weather. Rain and flooding come well up the list of 

conversation topics; cold dreich Scottish months are not far 

away, but for me my endless interest is in snow and its 

consequences. On the one hand a hardy annual on 

Christmas cards, with attractive displays and a range of 

tantalising winter wonder lands. On the other, and more 

realistically, are blocked roads, miles of slush; challenging 

driving conditions and at worst a temporary threat to 

communities and their collective life.  

I am reading a book at the moment that tells the story of the “mother of cold snaps” around the great 

freeze of 1962 and 63. Temperatures fell to 20C; a Siberian weather front hit the UK on Boxing Day 1962 

and the snow that fell that day didn’t thaw until the first week of March. This was a dramatic forerunner 

of the “beast from the East” which left a cruel calling card in Scotland and may strike again.  

The reality of the 1962-63 storm is recalled time and time again. On Dartmoor no fewer that 2,000 ponies 

perished and in Essex a milkman delivering his customers’ daily pinta was found frozen to death at the 

wheel of his float.   

But over the years, there has been a lighter side to snow and severe frost. I recall skating on a loch in 

Lochmaben for four successive nights before the thaw put an end to such jinks. Waiting for the school 

bus, over time, in rural Dumfriesshire amidst the snow and hoping that the delay would be enough to 

trigger a quick, but unauthorised exit from the bus stop and then home for the day.   

They were also times when residents were not averse to clearing their own pavements, and clearing 

paths, playing a civic role in helping older neighbours at risk.   

That approach has not totally disappeared.  But there is a key role for Aberdeenshire Council to play. 

And it’s worth looking at some of the figures, just released by the council, on the work that goes on in 

dealing with bad weather.  

The Aberdeenshire road network of 3,300 miles is broken into three priority levels, comprising a primary 

network of 1 and 2 roads, and the secondary network of priority 3 roads. There are 1,800 grit bins in 

Aberdeenshire, and they are topped up during the winter weather.  

To date, 4,000 tonnes of salt have been delivered this season with an additional 15,000 tonnes in the 

pipeline. The latest figures show that Aberdeenshire Council staff have spent 14,293 hours carrying out 

winter duties, and there have been 50 days on which treatment has been required. So far this year the 

council has used 19,342 tonnes of salt, and within the first two weeks of January 11,662 tonnes of salt 

have been used. 

Plenty of facts and figures, all reflected in a dedicated workforce facing the winter challenge. 

Bill Howatson 

We are now able to offer school drop 

off and pick up from surrounding 

schools.  

Please get in touch for more 

information. 

Vicky Neill 

soosc01@yahoo.com 

Tel 07907800582 or  07568546213 

mailto:asat@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Rus Tech Bike Repairs 

Due to the overwhelming success of the Scottish Cycle Repair Scheme which was 

introduced to help existing and new cyclists during the pandemic, the scheme has 

been extended until May 2021 and we have a new round of vouchers available  

If you need a helping hand to get your bike into shape, we can provide free repair 

and maintenance up to £50. 

See www.rustechbikerepairs.co.uk for more details or get in touch with us to book 

your bike in with us.  

Please note, limited service slots are available each week to ensure we are still able 

to support regular customers.  

Delivered by Cycling UK Scotland and funded by Transport Scotland 

#ScotlandCycleRepair  

cool2talk 

The cool2talk website provides a 

service where young people age 

12-26 can get a response to their 

questions, anonymously, 

accurately and without 

judgement within 24 hours. Watch this video to 

find out more - https://youtu.be/bCnfbtuEbGk 

KDP is your local Rural 

Partnership covering the 

Kincardine and Mearns area. 

We are a Scottish registered 

charity whose objectives are to 

encourage and develop voluntary activities and 

skills in the area; and assist in the regeneration of 

the area through the improvement of the 

physical, social and economic environment. 

Essentially we help our communities make 

Kincardine and Mearns a great place to live and 

work. 

KDP have their own You Tube Channel KDPTV 

where you will find films and webinars which may 

be helpful and interesting.  

www.youtube.com/channel/UCIVWcKZuHVN3KDz8uC

DU3Fw?fbclid=IwAR2t15oFZ_Aj1CybClWyR9yyiOAA4i-

keLY2cJP3J5Xq-I3yqgu1fFCZvQY  

Kincardineshire Development Partnership 

Room F9, Sheriff Court Building 

Dunnottar Avenue, Stonehaven AB39 2JD 

Tel: 07903 156 864 

Mob: 07774 028 979 

Email: officesupport@kdp.scot   

Across Scotland many 

families have been 

financially impacted by 

coronavirus, with some families losing some or all 

of their income, leading to money worries.  

Money Advice Scotland is Scotland’s money 

charity set up to help people in debt, and 

provide money advice. 

www.moneyadvicescotland.org.uk 

Aberdeenshire Discretionary Fund 

The discretionaryfund@aberdeenshire.gov.uk will 

allow the Council to direct additional financial 

support to specific groups, sectors or businesses in 

the Aberdeenshire area. More than 800 small 

businesses will be supported by a grant of £2,000 

if eligible.  

Businesses can obtain an application form, along 

with full details of the fund.   

Grants are expected to be paid within 10 days of 

receipt of fully completed application forms and 

supporting documentation.   

If you require support completing your 

application, please contact KDP. KDP is here to 

help in any way we can.  Please let us know how 

we can support you or your organisation.  We will 

continue to share information and guidance in 

our Bulletins, however, due to the speed of 

change and quantity of information, the most 

current details will be found on our Facebook 

page (@kincardineshiredevelopmentpartnership) 

Should you wish to get in touch, our contact 

details are as follows: 

www.kdp.scot 

07903 156864 

Jacky Niven - Dev. Officer 

jniven@kdp.scot 

Margo Titmuss - Office/Windfarm 

officesupport@kdp.scot 

Aberdeenshire Support Directory for Families, 

Authority Staff and Partner Agencies 

https://asn-aberdeenshire.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/08/Support-Directory-for-

Families-Authority-Staff-and-Partner-Agencies-

Dec-2017.pdf 

http://www.rustechbikerepairs.co.uk
https://youtu.be/bCnfbtuEbGk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIVWcKZuHVN3KDz8uCDU3Fw?fbclid=IwAR2t15oFZ_Aj1CybClWyR9yyiOAA4i-keLY2cJP3J5Xq-I3yqgu1fFCZvQY
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIVWcKZuHVN3KDz8uCDU3Fw?fbclid=IwAR2t15oFZ_Aj1CybClWyR9yyiOAA4i-keLY2cJP3J5Xq-I3yqgu1fFCZvQY
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIVWcKZuHVN3KDz8uCDU3Fw?fbclid=IwAR2t15oFZ_Aj1CybClWyR9yyiOAA4i-keLY2cJP3J5Xq-I3yqgu1fFCZvQY
mailto:officesupport@kdp.scot
http://www.moneyadvicescotland.org.uk
mailto:discretionaryfund@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
kincardineshiredevelopmentpartnership
http://www.kdp.scot
mailto:jniven@kdp.scot
mailto:officesupport@kdp.scot
https://asn-aberdeenshire.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Support-Directory-for-Families-Authority-Staff-and-Partner-Agencies-Dec-2017.pdf
https://asn-aberdeenshire.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Support-Directory-for-Families-Authority-Staff-and-Partner-Agencies-Dec-2017.pdf
https://asn-aberdeenshire.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Support-Directory-for-Families-Authority-Staff-and-Partner-Agencies-Dec-2017.pdf
https://asn-aberdeenshire.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Support-Directory-for-Families-Authority-Staff-and-Partner-Agencies-Dec-2017.pdf
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Accountancy, Taxation and Business Services - Axiom Business Consultancy Limited. For a professional, 

confidential and prompt service for all your accountancy, bookkeeping, payroll and tax liability needs 

please contact Christopher Doan FCCA (Chartered Certified Accountant with over 25 years 

experience). Mob 07572835144 or Email c.doan@axiombusinessconsultancy.com 

Accountancy, Taxation and Business Services - TaxAssist Accountants provide accountancy and tax 

services for the small business community and personal tax affairs. Please contact us for friendly and 

helpful advice on 01674 668200, or by email dougcrawford@taxassist.co.uk, or visit us at 1-3 Bridge 

Street, Montrose. 

Antiques and Collectibles - Croft Curios - Provincial Silver Flatware, Miltonhaven Caravan Park, Open 

daily 10am - 5pm; Tel: 01674 850413; e-mail: miltonhaven@btconnect.com ; Website 

www.miltonhaven.co.uk 

Architectural Services - RGS Design; Bob Smith; Mob 0779 3007016; E-mail bob@rgsdesign.co.uk 

Architectural Services - Norman McIntosh MCIAT Chartered Architectural Technologist; Roundhouse 

Architecture Ltd, The Roundhouse, Lochside Road, St Cyrus, DD10 0DB. Tel 01674 850187; Mob 

07754758245; e-mail info@roundhousearchitecture.com; Website www.roundhousearchitecture.com 

Babysitting - Carla’s Babysitting Service 01674 850845 / 07398206509  

Beauty Therapist - in the comfort of your own home. Hazel Anderson Tel 01674 850402;  

Mob 0774 5962502 

Beauty Therapist - MYA Beauty; Highly trained beauty therapist now taking bookings. I offer current 'in 

trend' treatments such as: HD Brows - LVL - Lycon Waxing. For more treatments please go to my website: 

www.myabeauty.co.uk or by telephone on 07703693085 

Blinds - Featherston Blinds; Also extensive range of lamps and furniture; 141 High St, Montrose.  

Tel 01674 677602; e-mail info@featherstonblinds.co.uk; Website www.featherstonblinds.co.uk. 

SOOSC (St Cyrus Out of School Club) Ltd - Contact Vicki or Marjolein on 07907800582 - email 

soosc01@yahoo.com 

Chimney Sweep - Ewan McLean, Barton, Kingoldrum, Kirriemuir. Mob 0771 1334203 

Chiropractor - Elevate Health, Chiropractic & Wellbeing. Stonehaven, The Sheriff Court Buildings. AB39 

2JD. Tel: 01569 766444. Book online at www.elevatehealthuk.com 

Computer Repairs - Sparky Computers; Mobile computer repairs service for home & business.  

Tel 01561 378911; Mob 07887 808556 

Dorn Therapy - This method treats pain safely, naturally and gently. To get on the road to recovery 

contact: lynne@yourbestfootforward.co.uk; www.yourbestfootforward.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/yourbestfootforward.co.uk or tel 01674 660202 

Driveways & Landscaping - Moir Driveways Ltd, Tel No: (01674) 850028, Mob No: 078 8174 2782, 

Email: moir2@sky.com 

Driveway & Patio Services - John Adam; 01674 850779; Mob. 07771 846357; email 

johnadampaving@hotmail.co.uk 

Professional Dog Groomers -Pretty Paws, Purpose built Salon; all breeds catered for, pick up / drop off 

free of charge. Masagana House, Lochside Road, St Cyrus. Mob 07926361001; FB Pretty Paws 

Driving School - Brian A Thomson; Fairmont, South Links, Traill Drive, Montrose DD10 8EJ.  

Mob 0777 5727603 

Electrician - John McIntosh Electrical Ltd Registered in Scotland. SC433510. Registered head office: 

Lamondfauld Cottage, Dubton Road, Hillside, Montrose DD10 9EQ. Tel 01674 434 267 Mob 07971 520 435 

Website www.johnmcintoshelectrical.co.uk 

Electrician - KDH Electrical Ltd; 52 Invergarry Park, St Cyrus DD10 0BU; 01674 850325, Mob 07309 694189, 

Email kdhopkins16@outlook.com 

English Tutor - National 5/Higher English Tuition - Michelle Stirling, Maybank Lochside Road, St Cyrus.  

Mob: 07596465203; Email: ddmstirling581@glow.sch.uk 

Foot Care - Foot Health Practitioner V Hebenton. Mobile Routine foot care for those unable to care for 

their own feet.       Mob 07799 770040. 

Garage - The Motorstore Montrose. Repairs, Pre-MOT, tyres, batteries and exhausts. Tel 01674 678887 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elevatehealthuk.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR27l1s9rQuLb3_djsLSZVgRSJFRZh1CkwvWdq009p3TO1LSZCIhs7bNd7I&h=AT1jXNZb7ItqxIazaemTKZ51Joxg_XH_GIYzmtjCrGm7qjUM5ehJWIVOnNj4elMjiZMFO6dk0IbSdDi0s9t8jjbFKPaxDLLab4mQ5qNUxOCYlM8xy
http://www.yourbestfootforward.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/yourbestfootforward.co.uk
mailto:kdhopkins16@outlook.com
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Business Directory 

To have your business included in the directory, please e-mail stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk. 

Entries in the Business Directory are charged at £5 per issue, which goes towards production costs.  

The Newsletter is distributed to over 700 households in the village every two months. 

DISCLAIMER - Opinions expressed in this production are solely those of the original authors and do not necessarily 

represent those of St Cyrus Newsletter Group and/or any/all contributors to this newsletter.  

Although paid advertisements may appear in this publication, the St Cyrus Newsletter Group does not endorse the 

Garage - Wilsons Garage, Main Road, St Cyrus. Tel 01674 850244. E-mail 

wilsonsgarage85@btconnect.com. MOT’s, servicing, repairs and diagnostics. 

Grass sledging - Track is available at Canterland. It is free but donations are received for running 

expenses. Children need to be accompanied by parents. Tel  07384390816  

Guitar Lessons - Caroline Jones, LTCL. Experienced in working with children and adults. Also ukulele for 

beginners and music theory. Tel: 01561 361178. Website: www.carolinemjones.wordpress.com 

Hairdresser - Mobile; Fully qualified. Ladies, Gents, OAP’s and kids. Stephanie Milne 07825913105 

Hairstylist - Tammy, Mobile Hairstylist St Cyrus. Mob 0756 5594360 

Handyman - Aaron's Home & Garden Services. Tel: 01674 850845 Mob: 07753180715 

Hotel / Restaurant - St Cyrus Village Inn - Bentleys Restaurant - Great Scot Village Pub.  Tel 01674 850356; 

Website: www.stcyrus-hotel.co.uk; email stcyrushotel@btconnect.com FB www.facebook.com/St-Cyrus-

Village-Inn 

Joiner/Building Contractor - Dontay Contracts - Windows/Doors/Extensions; Serving the local 

community. Call 01674 850055 or Mob 07723 323671 

Joinery Manufacture - MJM (Stevie Maddock) - Doors, Windows, Staircases, Bespoke Products;  

Mob: 07802894695; Website www.maddockjoinerymanufacture.co.uk 

Joinery, Property Management, Building Works, Bathroom and Kitchen Installation - MarNik Properties - 

Contact Mark 07468 451072 or Nik 07501 080398  

Landscaping and Groundworks - Gary Low; Tel: 01674 672494; Mob: 07969 066807; email: 

gary@gllandscaping.co.uk; Website: www.gllandscaping.co.uk/ 

Locksmith - Will McDermott. Qualified Locksmith. 24/7 emergency call outs and all locks changed. 

Based in St Cyrus. Email: Will.advent@gmail.com  Website: http://www.willmcdermottlocksmith.co.uk; 

Phone Number (free): 0800 0856820; Mobile: 07590623456 

Massage Therapy - Remedial and Sports Massage (AMTS), Swedish (SMS). Hilda Peters, Member of 

Scottish Massage Therapists Organisation. Johnshaven (or home visit if required.). Tel 01561 361965;  

Mob 07810 374793; E-mail mitisetfortis@gmail.com 

Plumber - Heating Engineer. Martin Ritchie, Myreside, Long Row, Kirkton, St Cyrus; Tel 01674 850107;  

Mob 07837 578454 

Photographer - Snowfox Photography, Lee Corpe, St Cyrus, Mob 0779 2957118; Website 

www.snowfoxphotography.com 

Local Independent School - Lathallan is less than ten minutes from St Cyrus and offers an exceptional 

education for Nursery, Junior and Senior School pupils, with a focus on small class sizes. Contact Nicola 

Harrison on admissions@lathallan.org.uk or 01561 362220. 

Solicitors - Scott Alexander, 46 High Street, Montrose, DD10 8JF. Contact Elizabeth Alexander on  

01674 671477; Website www.scottalexandersolicitors.co.uk 

Taxi - St Cyrus Taxi; Nick Alchin. Local, long distance, airports. Email stcyrustaxi@gmail.com ;  

FB stcyrustaxi; Mob  07889 740235 - 07852 912896  

Tool Hire - R.K Services (Montrose) Ltd; 67 North Esk Road, Montrose. Tel 01674 677500 

Transport Services - Landrover and Trailer Hire; J Jobson, Invergarry Park, St Cyrus. Tel 01674 850603; 

Mob 07816 214254 

Web Design & Online Marketing - Alasdair Orr. Tel 0844 800 7109; Mob 07979 990 898; e-mail 

al@sugarshaker.com ; Website www.sugarshaker.com 

mailto:stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:wilsonsgarage85@btconnect.com
mailto:gary@gllandscaping.co.uk
mailto:admissions@lathallan.org.uk

