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MEARNS COMMUNITY CINEMA PRESENTS 

Green Book 
Friday 14 June 2019 - 7pm  

Mearns Community Campus (Mearns Academy).  

Tickets cost £5/£3.50 and are available from 

Mearns Community Library, Laurencekirk Post 

Office, at www.neatshows.org.uk or on the door. 

June / July 2019 

St Cyrus Gala Day shall be held on Saturday 15 June 2019, 12 Noon till 4pm. 

This year we will be entertained by a free style footballer who has performed at 

some of the biggest football clubs in the world including Chelsea, Liverpool, 

Manchester Utd & Real Madrid. 

We also have the ever popular Gurana Street band to get your feet tapping, our very own St Cyrus Solos 

to keep you moving and local dance groups to thrill you. 

A range of stalls will tempt you with local goods and produce. 

For the more energetic the inclusive wrist band will provide access to a climbing wall (height restriction 

applies), foot darts, water walkers, archery, giant slide, dinosaur slide, inflatable disco castle, hungry 

hippo bungee run and sumo suit challenge (all events are weather dependent  and subject to change). 

Gala Week events this year are: 

 Monday 10th June The Great St Cyrus  Ping Pong Race  Commences @ 6:30pm from the Old Nick. 

 Tuesday 11th June Primary 4/5’s School Football; Kick Off 6:30pm at the football pitch.  Tuck Shop & 

50/50 Raffle. 

 Wednesday 12th June “Young Vs Auld (er)” Kick Off 6:30pm at the football pitch. Tuck Shop & 50/50 

Raffle.  

 Thursday 13th June Bubble Football; Kick Off 6:30pm at the football pitch.  

 Friday 14th June Gala Set Up from 6:00pm  

The new Aladdin live 

action movie at 1pm 

and the Elton John 

biopic, Rocketman at 

4pm. 

Tickets are £6 for adults 

and £5 for children. Family ticket £18. Tuck shop. 

Tickets can be purchased online at 

www.indycinemagroup.com/tours/Montrose 

We also have a stall at the St Cyrus Gala day. 

Come and see our plans and images and ask 

any questions you have about The Playhouse 

which is set to open next year. 

We are hosting two films 

in Montrose Town Hall 

on Sunday 23rd June. 

St Cyrus Community Council 

Do you think we should have one? Please come 

along to a meeting at St Cyrus Primary School on 

Tuesday 18th June -- 7.30pm. 

This is your opportunity to find out what a 

Community Council is and what it can offer your 

community. 

 The timeframe for setting up a Community 

Council; 

 How to run a Community Council and who in 

the community is best placed to do this; 

 What is the role of a Community Council and 

what does it do? 

 What is it like being a Community Councillor? 

For further information contact  

Emma Storey on 0146753652 - 

emma.storey@aberdeenshire.gov.uk or  

Alan Melrose on 01467 533394 - 
alan.Melrose@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

http://www.stcyrusnewsletter.org.uk/
http://www.neatshows.org.uk/
http://www.indycinemagroup.com/tours/Montrose
mailto:emma.storey@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:alan.Melrose@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Over the past six years a substantial amount of work has been carried out 

in the Hall to bring it to what it is today.  We have: 

 replaced the floor in the Main Hall 

 put a hearing loop in the Small Hall 

 replaced heating and the lighting to more eco-friendly in both Halls 

 redecorated both Halls and the vestibule 

 replaced the soft furnishings including the Stage Curtains 

 replaced the fire doors 

We are having a well deserved (we think) rest this year and have no summer projects planned.  Without 

grant assistance from Aberdeenshire Council, The National Lottery Fund and Tullo and Twinshiels Wind 

Farms Community Fund a lot of the above would not have been achieved but having said that, a lot of 

the work was paid from fundraising funds and we have you, the people of St Cyrus and its environs to 

thank.  Without you supporting us through our fundraising activities and donations we would have found 

it more difficult to source funding for the bigger projects.  Being able to demonstrate that we are doing 

something about it ourselves helps immensely.  Although fundraising isn’t in the Committee’s remit, we 

are happy to do so if it means we can keep our Hall ‘nice’ for our Users.  

There will always be repairs and work ‘that needs doing’, for example the back wall in the Main Hall is 

becoming a bit of an eyesore again and the back corridor could do with a ‘freshen-up’ but not this year. 

With regard to our fundraising, our 200 Club is ongoing and we are grateful to all who continue to play 

year after year even though they never win - there must be a lot of St Cyrus people lucky in love haha… 

We have two fundraising dates for you - we have a cake and candy stall at the Gala again this year - 15 

June - and it’s going to be a nice sunny day so hopefully we will see you there - we will have home 

bakes, pasties, fudge, popcorn, strawberry and mallow skewers etc etc .  We may have gluten free this 

year and we can absolutely assure you there will be nothing ‘diet friendly’.  

The other date for your diary is 25 October 2019.  We are once again having a concert with the Scottish 

Accordion Group so hope to see you there too but we will have more details around this in the next 

Newsletter.  

Frances Whyte, Secretary/Treasurer  

St Cyrus Public Hall 

Activities in St Cyrus - To book the Hall contact Lara Smith on 07565 597559 

This lists ALL activities throughout the year, not taking into account seasonal breaks.  
Weekly Day From Till 

Hall Friendship Club Wednesday 10.00am 1.00pm 

Hall Highland Dancing Tuesday 3.00pm 7.00pm 

Hall Indoor Bowling Start 18 September 2018 Tuesday 7.00pm  

Bowling Green 
Outdoor Bowling 

850425, 850438 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Saturday 

1.30pm 

6.30pm 

1.30pm 

 

Start at the Hall 
Solos Running Club 

Si 07841 847914 or Nicola 0776644 8281 
Tuesday Thursday 7.30pm Flexible 

Hall Scottish Country Dancing  Monday 7.30pm 9.00pm 

Hall 
Tai Chi Beginners 

Tai Chi Existing Members 
Wednesday 

12.30pm 

1.30pm 

1.45pm   

3.15pm 

Hall Tea Dancing Friday 2.00pm 4.00pm 

Start at the Hall Walk - Mearns Coastal Health Living Netw.) Thursday 10.00am  

Hall Whist (Starts September) Wednesday 7.00pm 9.00pm 

Hall Yoga (Sarah 07763678393) Friday 10.00am 11.30am 

Johnshaven Yoga Thursday 5.30pm 7.00pm 

Weekly Term Time Only    

Hall Playgroup  Wednesday 9.30am 11.30am 

Hall Youth Club (Juniors only) Friday 6.30pm 8.15pm 

Monthly     

Hall Public Hall Committee 1st Tuesday 7.00pm 9.00pm 

Hall Pensioners 2nd Monday 7.30pm 9.30pm 

Hall WRI 1st Monday 7.30pm 10.00pm 

    

School Hall Brownies (Girls aged 7-10) Thursday 6.30pm 8.00pm 

School Hall Rainbows (Girls aged 5-7) Thursday 5.30pm 7.00pm 
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Our last meeting until September was a fun night of poems, sketches, songs and 

games hosted by our fellow members. There was much hilarity before we got 

down to the business of the AGM. 

The competitions were: 

 3 ideas for next year's syllabus - 1. Christine Jamieson 2. Moyra Brown 3. Mary Taylor 

 Lemon Curd - 1.Elsie Hair 2. Moyra Brown 

 Cutting from a bush - 1. Alison Stewart 2. Moyra Brown 3. Elsie Hair  

Moyra Brown was both the overall winner of the Competition Cup and the Quaich for the flowers.  

The 90th birthday afternoon raised £2000 for Macmillan. 

Thank you to everyone who supported this and a special mention to Joe Wishart, the auctioneer.  

We had our annual summer outing to St Andrews. Four members went to the secret bunker which was 

very interesting and the rest explored St Andrews before all went for a delicious high tea at St Michaels 

Inn. 

Christine Jamieson 

St Cyrus Senior Citizens 

The coffee mornings this summer are from  

10 am - 12 Noon in the Public Hall on: 

Saturday 8th June 

Wednesday 3rd July 

Wednesday 24th July 

Saturday 17th August 

St Cyrus pre school 

playgroup is open every 

Wednesday 9.30 till 11.30 

term time. 

£6.50 per session. 

Helen McDermott 

Just to let everyone know 

that my Tuesday night 

Yoga class at Tangleha 

House has changed to a 

Monday evening, 7pm.  

There is also a Friday morning class at 

10am in St Cyrus Village hall.  

All 90 minute classes are designed to 

stretch and strengthen the body while 

de-stressing and calming the mind.  

There is always plenty of space for 

anyone who would like to come and 

try the class! Classes cost £6, and you 

need a mat and blanket. Please get 

in touch if you have any questions on 

07763678393. 

Sarah 

200 Club Winners 

Congratulations to our winners and thank you to 

St Cyrus Tea Dance Group and St Cyrus Friendship 

Club for completing the draws. 

 March 2019 April 2019 

£100 Frances Moir Sheila Fraser 

£  50 Hazel Howatson Elizabeth Alexander 

£  25 Kathleen Kingsley Chas Pirie 

£  15 Kirsty Alchin Kelly Thomson 

£  10 Lily Barnett Gillian Dempster 

The St Cyrus Brownies are looking for volunteers. Do 

you have time to spare on an occasional Thursday 

from 6.30pm till 8pm?  

At the moment I have one helper and one young helper but 

need to make sure I have other help if they are unavailable. 

If you go to this link and register your interest that would be 

fantastic! www.girlguiding.org.uk/…/be…/register-your-

interest/. 

Note from the Editor 

Due to a change in the law the Public Hall cannot give us 

any details about upcoming events anymore, so it’s up to 

you to tell us about your own events. 

A free ad in the Newsletter will attract customers to your fund 

raisers, coffee mornings etc. Our deadlines are 20 May, 20 

July, 20 September, 20 November, 20 January and 20 March. 

The Newsletter is always willing to listen to your ideas of what 

you'd like to see in our magazine.  Please keep in touch. 

 

We are also in need of more distributors in Brigton/Mathers 

area, Warburton, and other quite small rounds.  If your area 

has been missed out occasionally that's why.  Could you 

volunteer?  

You can leave a message on facebook (St Cyrus Newsletter) 

or send us an email to stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk. 

New Tai Chi Beginners' Classes 
Start Wednesday 6 June 12.30-1.45 in St Cyrus 

Village Hall.  

For info contact Mary Smith-Dutton. 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/…/be…/register-your-interest/
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/…/be…/register-your-interest/
mailto:stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk
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The St Cyrus 10k is fast approaching (9 June) and we’d like to remind 

you that access to Ecclesgreig road will be restricted on the day. 

Access to residents will of course still be available but we ask that 

traffic is kept to a minimum for the safety of runners).  

Road Closure Notice 

Ecclesgreig Road & U116K, St Cyrus commencing Sunday 9th June 2019 between the 

hours of 09:00 and 14:00. 

Prohibition of Waiting Notice 

Ecclesgreig Road, St Cyrus commencing Saturday 8th June 2019 19:00 

until Sunday 9th June 2019 14:00. 

The race kicks off at 11am and will see 300 fresh faces in the village which 

is always a positive. There will be catering vans etc at the park, so please 

come along and support the runners by cheering them on, getting the kids to give them high fives and 

all that good stuff.  

The first of 2 new de-fibrillators for the village have now been fitted and is 

located on the side of the shop. Our planning permission application has been 

submitted so that we can fit the second one to the school. The main kudos for 

this goes to Judith Petrie and Alison & Iain Campbell. Judith has been a real 

driving force on the committee and has set the standard in how to achieve 

something quietly and efficiently! Hopefully these de-fibs need never be used, 

but they are definitely a good addition to the community. A huge thank you to 

all the individuals and businesses who contributed to this worthwhile cause.  

Chris took part in the Stirling marathon and achieved a brilliant time - just over 3 

1/2 hours... the old boy is showing us youngsters how it’s done.  

About 20 Solos descended on the Queen’s estate in Balmoral and completed the 10k race there - 

many put in a great effort and there were several performances to be proud of. A few even did the 

‘devil of Deeside’ which is over the weekend at Balmoral and includes a 5k, 10k, 15mile race AND a 

duathlon - really impressive stuff.  

Morag has had a rise to fame. She signed up for the Baker Hughes 10k and a reporter got in touch as he 

wanted to write a piece about her - there was a photo of her in her Solos T-shirt gracefully floating (at 

least she appears to float while she runs). Fast forward a week and Morag took part in a televised 

interview. She’s downplaying her fame and refusing to sign autographs (she claims it’s because she’s 

not famous, but the real reason is she doesn’t want to see people profiting from them on eBay!).  

We had a curry night at the Alma - it was a good laugh as always, and everyone seemed to pace 

themselves pretty well. We made it through the night with nobody’s curry ending up on their lap which is 

an improvement from last year.  

Edinburgh half marathon is approaching and half a dozen 

solos have signed up to fundraise for cardiac risk in the 

young (C-R-Y) - head over to 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stcyrussolosrun4cry if 

you’d like to sponsor them. 

Solos out. 

Si Chalmers 

stcyrussolos@gmail.com 

http://stcyrussolos.webnode.com 

St.Cyrus Solos Running Club 

Outdoor Bowling Hall Pairs Competition 

We were unable to hold this competition on the 19th May so have rescheduled it for 

Saturday 22nd June 2019. This competition is open to non members who are resident 

in the parish of St Cyrus as well as bowling club members. Names for entry must be 

submitted by Thursday 20th May to the following phone numbers 01674850425 or 01674 850438 (or on 

the notice board for members). Cost of entry is £6 per pair which will be donated to the Village Hall. 

After our open afternoon we have one new member. We would welcome others to come along and 

give outdoor bowling a try. Visitors are very welcome. We meet on Wednesday evenings(6.30 pm) and 

Saturday afternoons (1.30)pm. 

Give me a call if you want to discuss further on 01674 850425. 

Robert Smith 

10k mascot Murdo Murdo is 

our top marshal for race day 

and will help guide all runners 

towards the finish line!   

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stcyrussolosrun4cry
mailto:stcyrussolos@gmail.com
http://stcyrussolos.webnode.com
https://www.facebook.com/StCyrus-Solos-Running-Club-851405071628268/?fref=ts
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St Cyrus Primary School Parent Council 

Thank you so much to everyone who supported the Parent Council in our Tesco Bags for Help scheme. 

We had the most blue pennies so have been awarded a grant of £4000 from Tesco. This has been put 

towards the new stage that has been purchased for the school and should be arriving soon. Having our 

own staging equipment will be a huge boost for the school and will be used throughout the year for 

poetry competitions, end of year shows, performances - the opportunities are endless. We could not 

have done it without your support. 

Gala day is fast approaching and we will have our usual water and wine stall running. We would really 

appreciate any donations of empty bottles and also a few 'live' ones if possible please? The more we 

get the greater your chance of winning!  

We have started our next fundraising appeal with Calor Gas. This is another community grant scheme 

which relies on a few minutes of your time. If we get through to the next stage we could be awarded up 

to £5000. We would like to use this to modernise technology within the school. Everything is turning 

digital so we would like to help the school and the children in the village to embrace this. Voting closes 

on the 17th June so please, please vote if you can - your help would be greatly appreciated! 

How to vote for the Calor Rural Community fund: 

1 - Go to https://www.calor.co.uk/shop/communityfund/project/list 

2 – Type in St Cyrus to the search option 

3 – Click ‘view project and vote’ 

4 – Log in to vote. 

It only takes a couple of minutes to set up an account. You can then allocate your 10 votes to any 

project, either all to St Cyrus Primary School or you can spread out your votes if you have other projects 

to support. 

If you have anything that you would like to raise with the Parent Council or are interested in joining us 

please get in touch either on Facebook or email stcyruspc@gmail.com 

Claire Adam, Chair 

Let’s take more pride in Aberdeenshire 

There is a lot of talk just now about the whole green agenda, but it really  has to be the agenda for all. 

Big changes have taken place already but there is always more to do. 

Politicians have their job to do, but we as the general public have a massive responsibility to keep our 

environment tidy and unpolluted too. 

The UK spends £6billion dealing with rubbish, litter and waste and a lot of that is unnecessary spending. 

Every spring, I notice how much litter is lying around our roads and countryside in which we take a pride  

for visitors and tourists to enjoy, but this is all money which Aberdeenshire Council has to divert from front 

line services; schools, roads and leisure facilities to keep our open spaces clean. Most villages have litter 

picks and beach clean ups which do make a vast difference to their communities already,  and is very 

much appreciated and supported by the Council. 

It’s essentially about education and we do teach this in our schools, but as a society we don’t take such 

a pride in our environment compared to some of our European neighbours where littering is just 

something which is alien. It’s so easy to take litter home and not to contaminate our road verges and 

waterways so we can spend that money on our essential services. 

I think we can all take this cause to heart this summer and do a bit more to ensure Aberdeenshire 

continues to impress. 

George Carr 

Each pint of blood can save or improve the lives of up to three people 

Dickson Hall, Station Road, Laurencekirk 

Sunday 14 Jul 2019 - 10:30 - 12:30 and 14:00 - 15:40 

For donations out with these hours see www.scotblood.co.uk or call 0345 90 90 999 

https://www.calor.co.uk/shop/communityfund/project/list
mailto:stcyruspc@gmail.com
https://www.scotblood.co.uk/
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“Green was the silence, wet was the light, the month of June trembled like a butterfly.” 
Pablo Neruda  

The warm, dry weather at the end of May not only have brought the visitors out in 

their droves, including a naked rambler, but brought the solitary bees out in large numbers too!    

There are approximately 250 species of solitary bee in the UK. They are called ‘solitary’ because each 

bee builds an individual nest for their larvae, although some may do so communally like some of the 

mason bees. It’s really easy to encourage these handy pollinators to your garden by providing them 

with a bee hotel as many readily occupy artificial nests made of drilled wooden blocks, paper tubes, or 

bundles of reed or bamboo stems.  

The explosion of activity of mason bees (bees that nest in little holes in sandy banks around the NNR or 

the walls of our houses) has prompted much press coverage as people have thought that they had 

swarming honey bees trying to dig their way into their homes.    

Whilst we have had a good few swarms of honey bees around, including a swarm that has taken 

residence behind my bookshelf in my home, most of the ‘swarms’ have been relating to mason bees 

that may nest colonially but are still classed as solitary.   Incidents with scared homeowners spraying 

them with ant killer have even hit the headlines.  

If you do have them around the walls of your house, enjoy watching their fascinating 

comings and goings as they will be gone before you know it and are only on the wing 

for a short time.  They are harmless, essential pollinators, the females only having very 

feeble stings that they will not use unless handled roughly.  Even better take a few snaps 

and we will send your records on for you as many of these species may be very under-

recorded in the area.  

An interesting little bee fact I stumbled upon recently when a friend did not believe me that some bees 

nested underground was that out of the 20,000 bee species worldwide, nearly 70% nest underground!  

There is still a little time to dash out to see the magnificent display of hazy Bluebell beneath the cliffs, a 

plant mainly of wooded areas but also found in coastal meadows. At St Cyrus NNR they are found in 

areas that have or have had Bracken habitat which can act as a mini shaded woodland. Rich in pollen 

and nectar, they are also a buzz with Bumblebees!  

The native bluebell, Hyacinthoides non-scripta, has long been involved in folklore, especially relating to 

fairies, who are thought to live among the bluebell stems, giving them their other name of 'fairy flower'! 

Never let your children run through them as they may be taken forever by the fairies; in fact, it is thought 

that they use bluebells to entrap humans who encroach on wild places! Fairies are obviously great 

conservationists as the bluebells need to remain un-trampled to gather all the energy they can from the 

sun in the short time they are above ground! Soon they will disappear after filling their bulbs up with 

stored energy to create a wash of colour next year! The most interesting use for bluebells I came across 

is that their sap was used to stick feathers on arrows in days gone by!  

Simon spotted a very special visitor to the Reserve in May, a Hoopoe, Upupa epops. This 

exotic looking bird made an overshot landfall during its migration between Africa and 

Southern Mainland Europe.  Up to a hundred birds end up in the UK per year;  they have 

in fact bred in Britain in the past in very low numbers.  These birds have a lovely moth like 

flight, flashing white and black as they glide effortlessly through the air on rounded wings 

with a feathery mohican ready to spike up if excited.  (Pics © John Clark) 

If you can, please do try to come along to the reserve for the Bordered Brown Lacewings 

events this June and July! The project is run by Buglife Scotland and funded by SNH to survey for the 

presence of Bordered Brown lacewing (Megalomus hirtus) at sites where it has been recorded 

historically.   There is one record for this rare lacewing from 1935.  

A total of 70 species of lacewing are found in the UK, 40 of these are found in Scotland, including four 

that are solely found here.  The Bordered brown lacewing (Megalomus hirtus) is currently only known 

from two sites in Scotland, Holyrood Park Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in Edinburgh and near 

Muchalls in Aberdeenshire. The record from Muchalls from 2018 is the first record of the Bordered brown 

lacewing at this site since 1916.   

You may be more familiar with Common green lacewings, perhaps you have spotted them hibernating 

in your sheds and outhouses?  They are a lovely group of invertebrates to get to know.  Next time you 

see a lovely fresh green lacewing have a look at its fantastic colourful eyes!  These creatures are also 

one of the few invertebrates that can take off vertically!  

Therese Alampo, Reserve Manager 
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Invasive Species 

Invasive non-native species harm the 

environment and wildlife, are costly to the 

economy and can even pose a risk to our health 

and way of life. 

A local project is working with community groups 

to help them record, survey and control invasive 

plants. 

The North East Non-Native Invasive Species 

(NENNIS) project was established last year to help 

coordinate control of problem species, focusing 

particularly on giant hogweed, Japanese 

knotweed, Himalayan balsam and American 

Skunk cabbage. 

The project is funded through the European 

Agricultural Fund for Rural Development together 

with Aberdeenshire Council and Aberdeen City 

Council. 

Project officer Estee Farrar said: “Many people in 

local communities want to do something about 

the problems of invasive species but can be put 

off because they don’t know what to do. 

“Our project aims to work with established 

community groups and enables them to take 

actions for themselves, whether that is just making 

sure that the problem plants are recorded, or 

they might want to get involved and actually 

carry out the control work. We can provide the 

training and equipment to help that happen.” 

The project officer post is hosted by the River Dee 

Trust can be contacted at: 

invasivecoordinator@riverdee.org 

Further information on NENNIS is available at: 
www.deepartnership.org/nennis.asp 

For ways in which you can help, see: 
www.nonnativespecies.org/index.cfm?sectionid=132 

Our weekly St Cyrus health walk 

started on the 9th of May with an 

enjoyable walk from the Public Hall 

by Ecclesgreig Road to Lochside 

and back along Roadside to have 

a "cuppie" at The Old Bakery. 

On the 16th of May we went to the House of Dun 

and walked through beautiful woods on a safe 

level path. We admired the view of Montrose 

over the basin and exclaimed at the show of red 

campion, bluebells, white and yellow flowers 

(couldn't remember their names) and beautiful 

trees. We finished round the gardens, but couldn't 

stop for a "cuppie" as the house is closed on a 

Thursday and Friday. 

We welcomed some new members and there is 

always an open invitation for others to join us at 

10 am on Thursdays at the Public Hall. 

ST.CYRUS FC - PAST V PRESENT 

MATCH & FUNDRAISER 

On Saturday 13th July, the current 

team (managed by Craig 

Maddock) will take on a team of ex 

players (managed by Grant Ritchie). 1pm kick off 

at St Cyrus Park.  

A big thanks to JOHN ADAM DRIVEWAYS AND 

PATIOS who will be sponsoring the match.  

On the sidelines, there will be a BBQ and a 

bouncy castle for the kids.  

In the evening, there will be a Race Night 

fundraiser and raffle at the St Cyrus Village Inn. 

7.30pm start.  

We are hoping to secure sponsors for each of the 

8 races. This will cost £20 per race. Any individuals 

or businesses who are interested in sponsoring a 

race, can contact Craig Maddock on 

07914526799. Raffle donations are welcome.  

Copied from 

St Cyrus School crisp packet recycling 

Our Pupil Council did a great job of telling the 

school about our crisp packet recycling initiative 

at assembly.  

Our new collection bins (including one in 

reception which can be used by the community) 

will allow us to recycle crisp packets, reducing 

plastic waste, and raising money at the same 

time for a great charity - Mary's Meals. We are 

working with Mearns Academy and hope that 

you will help us with this great effort.  

You can find out more about Mary's Meals at 

www.marysmeals.org.uk/ 

Nature Reserve Dates for your Diary 

19th June 2019; 10am - 3pm - Brown bordered 

lacewing workshop 

‘Buglife’ - www.buglife.org.uk/buglife-scotland, 

are running a Workshop at St Cyrus NNR about 

identification, surveying and handling techniques 

of the extremely scarce Brown Bordered 

Lacewing. 

9th July 2019; 1:30 - 3:30pm Beach Comb and 

Explore 

Join Simon, Helen Young, Kincardine and Mearns 

Ranger and me for a fantastic beach comb and 

explore at St Cyrus beach. 

11th July 2019; 10am - 3pm -  Brown bordered 

lacewing survey day   

Will we find the first specimen since 1935!?  

25th July 2019; Geology walk and pebble ramble 

Come and learn all about the 

geology and pebbles at St Cyrus 

NNR. Phone to book or for more 

details 01674 830734  

http://www.deepartnership.org/nennis.asp
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/index.cfm?sectionid=132C:/Users/fcmjo/OneDrive/Documents/25%20August
https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/
https://www.buglife.org.uk/buglife-scotland
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Blast from the Past Hotel foto 

The month of May is when the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland takes place in 

Edinburgh. This year is of particular significance. With the pressures on Christianity last years’ 

Assembly rejected a plan to promote the church within Scotland with the 

recommendation that a more radical plan was required to address the decline in both 

ministers and membership. This new plan has been approved at this year’s Assembly and 

we all hope a clear action plan and vision for the future of the Church will be address the problems 

facing the Church in this post-modern era. The main recommendations of Radical Action Plan focus on 

improving the Church’s engagement with the community through:  

 The establishment of a growth fund  to assist the local church to become more innovative in doing 

church and more effective in engaging constructively with the community.  

 Enable the development of “hubs” where neighbouring parishes can come together and help one 

another to be more effective in mission and outreach to the local communities  

 The engagement with children, young adults and young families who are sadly missing from many 

congregations. The Church is failing many families in their struggle with such issues as poverty, mental 

health and family breakdown. There is a real need for support groups to be established and build 

intergenerational churches.  

There are many other important recommendations which are included in the Plan.  

We are delighted to inform you that the development of the gallery is nearing completion. As you will 

understand, modern building regulations are difficult and challenging to harmonise with an old building. 

Thus discussions to resolve compliance with CARTA (Church of Scotland Art and Architecture 

Committee), Historic Buildings, Aberdeenshire Council Planning and Building Standards and current Fire 

Regulations were challenging and took considerable time.   

The Gallery will be used by the Congregation, for Sunday school, Fellowship, Meetings and Fund Raising 

as well as additional space when required for large Services.  A lift has been installed in order that the 

Gallery is open to everyone and an all ability toilet fitted.  We are grateful for a grant of £10,000 from the 

Tullo/Twinshiels Community Benefit Fund towards the installation of the lift.  

Local tradesman have been used where possible and these include, David Elder, Main Contractor, Ernie 

Croll & Son, Specialist Joinery, Martin Ritchie, Plumber, John McIntosh Electrical , Wood Brothers, 

Tapers/Decorators, Robert Ritchie, Appliances/Audio Visual and Ally Robertson, Builder.   

The many and demanding challenges of a historic building were overcome thanks not only to our 

tradesman but also our Volunteers.  Special thanks are due to Marion Brownlie (Volunteer Property 

Convenor) who has worked  strenuously and diligently over several years to implement this 

development. Grateful thanks are also due to Alex Wood for his Cabinet Making Skills throughout the 

project, perfectly staining and varnishing new wood to match existing, donating our beautiful 

kitchenette units and for being there throughout the project. Thanks are also due to Syd Clark and Jim 

Brownlie for turning their hands to whatever needed done, from painting to demolishing the old toilet 

block.   

The Church has continued to remain open during the twelve weeks of development and this was thanks 

to a team of cleaners coming in every week to make our beautiful church ready for Sunday, thank you 

so much and hope you can now enjoy your Friday nights and Saturday mornings.   

At Mearns Coastal Parish Church we are already part of a hub which includes the neighbouring Parishes 

and enables joint events to be organised with much wider participation.  Therefore our Parish Church is 

now well equipped to try and engage more effectively with the community as advocated by the 

General Assembly and we hope that there will be a positive response to future events.  

The next Communion Service will be held on Sunday 9th June and everybody is welcome. The Annual 

Gift Day is on Saturday 29th June and provides a further opportunity for people to view the new 

facilities. The Church will be open between 10.00 and 11.30 and refreshments will be provided. This offers 

an opportunity for people to make a donation for church funds and also for members to meet others 

and hear their views on the role of the church in the 

community. It’s a great opportunity for those who for any 

reason don’t attend church but wish to perhaps engage 

other ways.  

Marshall Halliday 

Ordained Minister Rev. Norman Trewren 

01561 377359 & 07488 388718 

email NLennoxTrewren@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Website: http://mearnscoastalparish.org  

en-gb.facebook.com/MearnsCoastal 

mailto:NLennoxTrewren@churchofscotland.org.uk
http://mearnscoastalparish.org
https://en-gb.facebook.com/MearnsCoastal
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Aberdeenshire Council is set to make a decision on the future of the 

unauthorised gypsy/traveller site at North Esk on June 27. A formal paper has 

been prepared on the back of two planning applications, to be considered 

as one, having been submitted to the council on behalf of the residents on 

the North Esk site.  

In September, the site will have been in place six years – a period of time that 

has hosted a range of applications, legal actions, interdicts, appeals and discussions in a bid to move 

the issue on. Earlier this month, the 12 members of the Kincardine and Mearns area committee spent 

three hours  discussing “views” to be sent to the full council prior to the June 27 meeting. In this case the 

area committee was not asked to approve or otherwise  the current application which is deemed to be 

of national significance and therefore has to be dealt with by Full Council.  

Currently, it is believed that there are 51 residents on the site next to Eskview Farm, 29 of whom are 

children.  

The issues surrounding the unauthorised encampment are many, but one of the 

core considerations that has emerged is the risk of flooding on the flood plain and the direct threat to 

individuals if the area was to flood. In December 2015, as a result of Storm Frank, the site badly flooded 

and rescue services were called out.  

The Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) have consistently argued that the site represents a 

major flood risk and the agency have challenged a flood risk assessment carried out on behalf of the 

North Esk residents as “significantly” underestimating flood risk on the site. Concerns  have also been 

raised by SEPA  about waste water drainage and the methodology surrounding an independent 

hydrological analysis of the River North Esk.  

The applicants have prepared and regularly update a “North Esk Community Resilience Plan” which 

includes measures in the instance of a flood event and the need to evacuate the site.   

Other issues that have emerged include the lack of suitable sites in Kincardine and Mearns for  

gypsy/traveller people, one of the reasons highlighted by the residents of North Esk.   Attempts to find 

alternative sites are on-going but it is extremely unlikely that anything will be identified before the June 

27 full council meeting.   The gypsy/traveller community have repeatedly argued that the North Esk site 

meets an established need and provides social and economic benefits.  

The report that will go to the full council meeting argues that the North Esk site is in the coastal zone and 

therefore does not meet any of the nine specified criteria which seek to significantly restrict 

development in light of the special nature of these areas.  

The recommendation by officers to be considered at the June 27 full council meetings is to refuse the 

application. 

Bill Howatson 

Coastal Trail 

The improvements to the coastal trail have began to the south of Johnshaven, 

on Cove Hill. There is a group called Mearns Coastal Trail (MerCaT) 

(www.visitmearns.com/mearns-coastal-trail-development-group/) that are 

planning and negotiating the route and then applying for funding to make it 

happen. They can be contacted through Charis Glazener, 

c.glazener@abdn.ac.uk should you have any queries or would like to help in 

any way. 

The long term goal is to create a decent coastal path between Johnshaven and St Cyrus. This will take 

a number of years to complete; first the worst areas are being targeted; funding needs to be applied 

for and then the work carried out. There is also negotiating of land to do as in some areas the coast has 

been eroded back to the farm land leaving no path at all. 

There was a question in the previous newsletter about the suitability of cycling on the new path. As the 

path is improved the cycling conditions will also be greatly improved, however there are some stepped 

sections and a little bike pushing may still be involved. 

Users of the path will still do so at their own risk. Please take particular care after periods of heavy rain as 

land slides are more likely. 

Look forward to seeing you on the path. 

Caspar Lampkin 

Tangleha 

https://www.visitmearns.com/mearns-coastal-trail-development-group/
mailto:c.glazener@abdn.ac.uk
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Fuel bills keep rising…. Time to take control of your 

fuel bills. The Home Energy Advice Team (HEAT) is a 

service delivered by Scarf and funded by 

Aberdeenshire Council, to offer free and impartial 

advice to households to lower fuel bills and make your 

property more energy efficient.  

Please call the HEAT team on Freephone 0808 129 0888 or 

email duty@scarf.org.uk. It’s free and you may be eligible 

for grants and other support. Call us for a free home visit. 

Loan Presentation Equipment 

KDP are delighted to offer our members use 

of equipment to help with presentations, 

meetings, workshops and seminars.  

The following items are currently available: Projector; 

Screen; PA System; Flipchart Easel. 

To arrange use of the above, please contact Margo at 

officesupport@kdp.scot. 

Recycling and Waste Aberdeenshire 

As part of Aberdeenshire’s shift towards greater recycling rates and sending less materials to landfill, 

tyres and asbestos will no longer be accepted at any of the area’s Household Waste Recycling Centres 

(HWRCs) from June 3 2019. 

The change, which also applies to four of the council’s waste transfer stations, is expected to save 

around £50,000 a year and have minimal impact on householders. The money saved will be used to 

employ extra staff at recycling centres, who will advise customers how best to dispose of materials, 

helping to increase recycling rates and reduce disposal costs. 

Clearly some people may consider disposing of their tyre or asbestos waste by illegally flytipping it, but if 

you see someone dumping waste illegally, or you come across flytipped materials, please contact 

Wasteline with as much detail as possible on 03456 081207. 

Locations and opening times for the network of Household Waste Recycling Centres across the area are 

available at: http://bit.ly/AbshireHWRCs 

Residents are encouraged to get in touch with the Recycling and Waste Aberdeenshire Facebook 

page if they are unsure of how to dispose of any material not listed in the A-Z guide: 

http://bit.ly/AshireAZ 

Councillors have agreed that changes to kerbside collection of recycling and waste in Aberdeenshire 

to push up recycling rates and send less to landfill will happen next year. 

As part of a new overarching waste strategy for the area, Aberdeenshire Council sought £3.2million 

funding from Zero Waste Scotland (ZWS) to help roll out a new collection system. That was thrown into 

doubt when ZWS confirmed it would not provide the money required, in light of the emerging Deposit 

Return Scheme and the effect this will have on recyclates collected from homes. 

The council’s Infrastructure Services Committee (ISC) decided on May 16 to introduce alternative 

arrangements to push up recycling rates and reduce materials sent to landfill. 

They approved an option to use households’ existing bins in a three-weekly collection cycle while 

officers continue to work to explore funding opportunities for further changes. 

One bin and a food waste caddy will continue to be collected every week. This means: 

Week 1 – General waste bins (landfill) and food waste collected 

Week 2 – Recycling bin (blue lid) and food waste collected 

Week 3 – Recycling bin (blue lid) and food waste collected 

The materials that can be recycled on the kerbside remain the same - the only difference is that the 

blue-lidded recycling bin is emptied more often (twice in every three weeks). 

The new service will be piloted in some areas in 2019 and rolled out to the rest of Aberdeenshire in 2020. 

Households will be contacted in advance by post. 

Mearns Minibus 

A new group is 

fundraising for a 

replacement minibus and subsequent 

operation. 

If you are interested in using the bus, 

have any fundraising ideas or just want 

to ask a question, please get in touch 

with one of the members of Mearns 

Minibus Link: Bill Sommerville, Shelagh 

Richardson, Allan Smith or Louse 

Cairney (07867 303065). 

Volunteer Driver 

We will be needing a bank of drivers to 

run various services and trips, so if you 

can spare some time to transport 

isolated members of our community, 

then please get in touch - full training 

will be provided. 

mailto:duty@scarf.org.uk
mailto:officesupport@kdp.scot
http://bit.ly/AbshireHWRCs
http://bit.ly/AshireAZ
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Accountancy, Taxation and Business Services - Axiom Business Consultancy Limited. For a professional, 

confidential and prompt service for all your accountancy, bookkeeping, payroll and tax liability needs 

please contact Christopher Doan FCCA (Chartered Certified Accountant with over 25 years 

experience). Mob 07572835144 or Email c.doan@axiombusinessconsultancy.com 

Accountancy, Taxation and Business Services - TaxAssist Accountants provide accountancy and tax 

services for the small business community and personal tax affairs. Please contact us for friendly and 

helpful advice on 01674 668200, or by email dougcrawford@taxassist.co.uk, or visit us at 1-3 Bridge 

Street, Montrose. 

Antiques and Collectibles - Croft Curios - Provincial Silver Flatware, Miltonhaven Caravan Park, Open 

daily 10am - 5pm; Tel: 01674 850413; e-mail: miltonhaven@btconnect.com ; Website 

www.miltonhaven.co.uk 

Architectural Services - RGS Design; Bob Smith; Mob 0779 3007016; E-mail bob@rgsdesign.co.uk 

Architectural Services - Norman McIntosh MCIAT Chartered Architectural Technologist; Roundhouse 

Architecture Ltd, The Roundhouse, Lochside Road, St Cyrus, DD10 0DB. Tel 01674 850187; Mob 

07754758245; e-mail info@roundhousearchitecture.com; Website www.roundhousearchitecture.com 

Beauty Therapist - in the comfort of your own home. Hazel Anderson Tel 01674 850402;  

Mob 0774 5962502 

Beauty Therapist - MYA Beauty; Highly trained beauty therapist now taking bookings. I offer current 'in 

trend' treatments such as: HD Brows - LVL - Lycon Waxing. For more treatments please go to my website: 

www.myabeauty.co.uk or by telephone on 07703693085 

Blinds - Featherston Blinds; Also extensive range of lamps and furniture; 141 High St, Montrose.  

Tel 01674 677602; e-mail info@featherstonblinds.co.uk; Website www.featherstonblinds.co.uk. 

Chimney Sweep - Ewan McLean, Barton, Kingoldrum, Kirriemuir. Mob 0771 1334203 

Chiropractor - Elevate Health, Chiropractic & Wellbeing. Stonehaven, The Sheriff Court Buildings. AB39 

2JD. Tel: 01569 766444. Book online at www.elevatehealthuk.com 

Cleaning - Maid4cleaning Ltd. We are a local cleaning business with 5 years professional cleaning 

experience in domestic and commercial cleaning. Tel 01674 850375 or 0757 7020586 

Computer Repairs - Sparky Computers; Mobile computer repairs service for home & business.  

Tel 01561 378911; Mob 07887 808556 

Dorn Therapy - This method treats pain safely, naturally and gently. To get on the road to recovery 

contact: lynne@yourbestfootforward.co.uk; www.yourbestfootforward.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/yourbestfootforward.co.uk or tel 01674 660202 

Driveways & Landscaping - Moir Driveways Ltd, Tel No: (01674) 850028, Mob No: 078 8174 2782, 

Email: moir2@sky.com 

Driveway & Patio Services - John Adam; 01674 850779; Mob. 07771 846357; email 

johnadampaving@hotmail.co.uk 

Professional Dog Groomers -Pretty Paws,  Purpose built Salon; all breeds catered for, pick up / drop off 

free of charge. Masagana House, Lochside Road, St Cyrus. Mob 0754 2849907; FB Pretty Paws 

Driving School - Brian A Thomson; Fairmont, South Links, Traill Drive, Montrose DD10 8EJ.  

Mob 0777 5727603 

Electrician - A1 Electrical (David West Proprietor); Select Approved Electrician; Tel 01674 677365;  

Mob 0775 9347353; Website david-west-electrical.co.uk; FB David-West-Electrical 

Electrician - John McIntosh Electrical Ltd Registered in Scotland. SC433510. Registered head office: 

Lamondfauld Cottage, Dubton Road, Hillside, Montrose DD10 9EQ. Tel 01674 434 267 Mob 07971 520 435 

Website www.johnmcintoshelectrical.co.uk 

English Tutor - National 5/Higher English Tuition - Michelle Stirling, Maybank Lochside Road, St Cyrus.  

Mob: 07596465203; Email: ddmstirling581@glow.sch.uk 

Footcare - Vicki Hebenton MCFHP MAFHP; Mobile professional and friendly foot care in the comfort of 

your own home. Nail cutting & file; thickened nail reduction; hard skin/callus removal; painful corns. 

Fingernail cutting extra charge. Mob 07799 770040 

Garage - The Motorstore Montrose. Repairs, Pre-MOT, tyres, batteries and exhausts. Tel 01674 678887 

Garage - Wilsons Garage, Main Road, St Cyrus. Tel 01674 850244. E-mail 

wilsonsgarage85@btconnect.com. MOT’s, servicing, repairs and diagnostics. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elevatehealthuk.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR27l1s9rQuLb3_djsLSZVgRSJFRZh1CkwvWdq009p3TO1LSZCIhs7bNd7I&h=AT1jXNZb7ItqxIazaemTKZ51Joxg_XH_GIYzmtjCrGm7qjUM5ehJWIVOnNj4elMjiZMFO6dk0IbSdDi0s9t8jjbFKPaxDLLab4mQ5qNUxOCYlM8xy
http://www.yourbestfootforward.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/yourbestfootforward.co.uk
mailto:wilsonsgarage85@btconnect.com
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Business Directory 

To have your business included in the directory, please e-mail stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk. 

Entries in the Business Directory are charged at £5 per issue, which goes towards paying production 

costs.  

The Newsletter is distributed to over 700 households in the village every two months. 

DISCLAIMER - Opinions expressed in this production are solely those of the original authors and do not 

necessarily represent those of St Cyrus Newsletter Group and/or any/all contributors to this newsletter.  

Although paid advertisements may appear in this publication, the St Cyrus Newsletter Group does not 

endorse the advertised product, service, or company, nor any of the claims made in the advertisement. 

There is no commercial involvement by advertisers in the development of the content or in the editorial 

decision-making process. 

Guitar Lessons - Caroline Jones, LTCL. Experienced in working with children and adults. Also ukulele for 

beginners and music theory. Tel: 01561 361178. Website: www.carolinemjones.wordpress.com 

Hairstylist - Tammy, Mobile Hairstylist St Cyrus. Mob 0756 5594360 

Handmade soap products - Artesan Crafts at 14 Murray Street Montrose for handmade soap products 

and other craft gifts.  Mob 07931 949190. Open Tues-Sat 9.30am - 5pm. FB @artesan.crafts.scotland 

Handyman - Aaron's Home & Garden Services. Tel: 01674 850845 Mob: 07753180715 

Hotel / Restaurant - St Cyrus Village Inn - Bentleys Restaurant - Great Scot Village Pub.  Tel 01674 850356; 

Website: www.stcyrus-hotel.co.uk; email stcyrushotel@btconnect.com FB www.facebook.com/St-Cyrus-

Village-Inn 

Joiner - Ross Leitch Joinery Services. Tel 01674 677552, Mob 0789 2673099; Website www.rljsltd.co.uk 

Joiner/Building Contractor - Dontay Contracts - Windows/Doors/Extensions; Serving the local 

community. Call 01674 850055 or Mob 07723 323671 

Joinery Manufacture - MJM (Stevie Maddock) - Doors, Windows, Staircases, Bespoke Products;  

Mob: 07802894695; Website www.maddockjoinerymanufacture.co.uk 

Joinery, Property Management, Building Works, Bathroom and Kitchen Installation - MarNik Properties -

 Contact Mark 07468 451072 or Nik 07501 080398  

Landscaping and Groundworks - Gary Low; Tel: 01674 672494; Mob: 07969 066807; email: 

gary@gllandscaping.co.uk; Website: www.gllandscaping.co.uk/ 

Locksmith - Will McDermott. Qualified Locksmith. 24/7 emergency call outs and all locks changed. 

Based in St Cyrus. Email: Will.advent@gmail.com  Website: http://www.willmcdermottlocksmith.co.uk; 

Phone Number (free): 0800 0856820; Mobile: 07590623456 

Massage Therapy - Remedial and Sports Massage (AMTS), Swedish (SMS). Hilda Peters, Member of 

Scottish Massage Therapists Organisation. Johnshaven (or home visit if required.). Tel 01561 361965;  

Mob 07810 374793; E-mail mitisetfortis@gmail.com 

Plumber - Heating Engineer. Martin Ritchie, Myreside, Long Row, Kirkton, St Cyrus; Tel 01674 850107;  

Mob 07837 578454 

Photographer - Snowfox Photography, Lee Corpe, St Cyrus, Mob 0779 2957118; Website 

www.snowfoxphotography.com 

Solicitors - Scott Alexander, 46 High Street, Montrose, DD10 8JF. Contact Elizabeth Alexander on  

01674 671477; Website www.scottalexandersolicitors.co.uk 

Taxi - St Cyrus Taxi; Nick Alchin. Local, long distance, airports. Email stcyrustaxi@gmail.com ;  

FB stcyrustaxi; Mob  07889 740235 - 07852 912896 

Tool Hire - R.K Services (Montrose) Ltd; 67 North Esk Road, Montrose. Tel 01674 677500 

Typing Services - Park Typing Services; Moira Park; Mob 07854 066026; FB Park Typing Services;  

Twitter @ParkTyping; Email parktypingservices@gmail.com 

Transport Services - Landrover and Trailer Hire; J Jobson, Invergarry Park, St Cyrus. Tel 01674 850603; 

Mob 07816 214254 

Web Design & Online Marketing - Alasdair Orr. Tel 0844 800 7109; Mob 07979 990 898; e-mail 

al@sugarshaker.com ; Website www.sugarshaker.com 

mailto:stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:gary@gllandscaping.co.uk

