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Gala Week 2018 

Sunday 3rd June 

The Great Ping Pong Ball Race – 12 noon 

Cinema - afternoon - Peter Rabbit, 

 evening    - Avengers: Infinity War 

Monday 4th June - Primary School football tournament 

Tuesday 5th June – St Cyrus Solos Fun Run 

Wednesday 6th June - Family Rounders at the Park 

Thursday 7th June - Auld Yins versus Young Uns football 

Friday 8th June – Set-up for Gala Day 

Saturday 9th June – Gala Day 12 noon – 4pm. 

Please come along and support our Gala Day. 

This year we will have Medieval Enactments to enthral 

you, St Cyrus Solos to exhaust you, Dancers to enchant 

you and our very own Piper to enrapture you. 

Our wrist band package this year will include a Last 

Man Standing Inflatable (think of BBC’s Wipe out), Foot 

Darts, Water Walkerz, an Assault Course, a Disco Dome 

for the young ones, bouncy castles and other 

inflatables. 

St Cyrus Edible Trail 

The St Cyrus Edible Trail has grown nicely since the last newsletter. Thank you for everyone’s 

support with gardening, ideas and plant donations.  

There was a community garden action day on the 7th of March which was well attended. 

We weeded the large flower bed and planted up the gaps with rosemary, comfrey and 

field mustard. Also, another plum tree was added to the railway walk orchard and some 

bushes around the memorial bench. 

I had an invitation from the Primary School to discuss how they could be involved with the trail. The 

Primary 2 class would like to come to the community gardens on a fortnightly basis to help with 

designing, planting and wildlife monitoring.  

The Scout group have offered space for planting and help with maintenance as well.  

The Old Bakery Coffee Shop have also offered space for planting and a couple of rosemary bushes 

have been added to the beds there. Space has also been identified at the Nature Reserve Visitor 

Centre for 3 tattie box planters and a group from Angus College are set to design, plant and maintain 

them. And then there are all the individuals who have 

offered their skills and services. 

Plant donations keep arriving. The latest one was lots 

of sedum, bulbs and blackcurrants from Milltown 

Community. We will organise another planting day 

shortly. 

The trail has a Facebook page for keeping up to date 

https://www.facebook.com/stcyrusedibletrail.  

There is also a website for the trail with more 

information about it, you can find it here 

https://artiststangleha.wixsite.com/stcyrusedibles. 

Public Hall Fundraiser 

Friday 20 April 2018 - 7.30pm. 

We are not selling tickets. 

Just turn up and pay on the 

night. £2.50 for an evening of 

whist, a cup of tea/coffee and 

a ‘fine piece’. 

Raffles are appreciated.  

ALASTAIR McDONALD IN CONCERT 

Thursday 26th April 2018 - 7 pm 

Arbuthnott Church 

For tickets (£10) ‘phone 

Natasha 01561 361 925 

This concert was previously 

cancelled due to inclement 

weather but tickets for the 

original date are still valid. 

Montrose Lifeboat Guild 

AGM 

Old & St Andrews Church Hall  

Saturday 14 April 2018 - 2 - 4 pm 

Speaker Scott Murray Coxswain / Mechanic 

and Crew Members 

Raffle and Afternoon Tea 

£ 3.50 

http://www.stcyrusnewsletter.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/stcyrusedibletrail/
https://artiststangleha.wixsite.com/stcyrusedibles
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Our Annual General Meeting 

was held on 20 February with a 

very poor turnout but with 

sufficient to allow the meeting 

to go ahead. The outgoing 

Chair, Christine Jamieson 

commented that there are 

numerous aspects involved in 

keeping the Hall running as 

efficiently as possible. She said it 

wasn’t an easy task and was 

time consuming and thanked 

the present Committee and 

those out with the Committee 

for all their dedication and hard 

work in the past year. Christine 

also sincerely hoped that we 

attract new members with fresh 

ideas on to the Committee this coming year but 

sadly so far, that has not happened. 

Christine also conveyed her thanks to Aaron’s 

Home & Garden Services for taking good care of 

the Hall grounds and also to Lara Smith, our Hall 

Keeper. It’s not an easy task keeping the Hall 

clean when it is used so much and Lara is also on 

hand to take bookings and report any faults. 

The outgoing Treasurer (Frances Whyte) reported 

an overall profit for the year of £3,818 but, since 

fundraising isn’t a requirement of the Hall 

Committee, the aim of the outgoing Committee 

was to have the general running expenses of the 

Hall covered by the Rental income and that was 

achieved this year. Rental income amounted to 

£11,014 against general running costs of £10,608. 

Our running costs would be higher but for the 

generosity of Sandy Jamieson who regularly 

comes to our rescue when doors come off 

runners, or ropes need spliced, or we have leaky 

pipes. Your help is very much appreciated Sandy. 

We were successful in our grant application to 

Tullo & Twinshiels Wind Farms Community Fund 

and this grant was used to purchase the new 

chairs for the Small Hall. The redecoration costs for 

the vestibule, cloakroom and kitchen hatches 

were covered from some of the fund raising 

proceeds. If anyone wishes a copy of the Annual 

Accounts please let us know. 

The Committee for the coming year is as follows: 

Chair Christine - Jamieson 

Vice Chair - Vikki Urquhart 

Secretary/Treasurer - Frances Whyte 

What’s on at the Public Hall 
To book the Hall contact Lara Smith on 07565 597559 

For information and activities not in the Hall see the pinned post on 

Facebook Page ‘What’s on St Cyrus’, kept up to date by Lori Forbes. 

Weekly Day From Till 

Friendship Club Wednesday 10.00am 1.00pm 

Highland Dancing Tuesday 3.00pm 7.00pm 

Scottish Country Dancing  Monday 7.30pm 9.00pm 

Tai Chi Wednesday 12.30pm 3.00pm 

Tea Dancing Friday 2.00pm 4.00pm 

Whist Wednesday 7.00pm 9.00pm 

Weekly Term Time Only    

Tums, Toots and Toddlers  Friday 9.30am 11.15am 

Playgroup Wednesday 9.30am 11.30am 

Youth Club (Juniors only) Friday 6.30pm 8.15pm 

Monthly     

Public Hall Committee 1st Tuesday 7.00pm 9.00pm 

Senior Citizens 2nd Monday 7.30pm 9.30pm 

WRI 1st Monday 7.30pm 9.00pm 

 

 
 

January 2018 February 2018 

£100 Beverley Rae  Wendy Sparrow  

£  50 Lily Barnett  Irene McHardy  

£  25 Alison Bosworth  Beverley Rae  

£  15 Joan Davidson  Andrew Neil  

£  10 Margaret Adams  Stewart Murray  

Committee Member - Sandy Davidson 

Committee Member - Kathleen Masson 

Committee Member - Allan Robertson 

Committee Member -John Sparrow 

We are holding a fundraising Whist on Friday 20 

April 2018 starting at 7.30pm. We are not selling 

tickets this year, just turn up and pay the entry fee 

on the night. £2.50 for an evening of whist, a cup 

of tea/coffee and a ‘fine piece’. Raffles are 

appreciated. Hope to see you there. 

Frances Whyte, Secretary 

200 Club Winners 

Congratulations to our winners and thank you to 

the Whist Club and the Friendship Club for 

completing the draws. Our apologies for the 

delay in the February draw - it didn’t happen until 

7 March 2018. Due to the adverse weather 

conditions, most of the regular user groups’ 

sessions were cancelled during the last week of 

February and as you will be aware, the draw 

needs to be completed by members of one of 

the regular user groups but it will soon be summer 

so hopefully we should be ok for the rest of the 

year.  
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St Cyrus Tums, Toots and Toddlers 
have a had a busy term with some 

exciting activities and new members 

joining us in the Village Hall on Fridays.  

Sessions this term have included soft 

play, science experiments, arts and 

crafts, cake decorating, disco dancing, ride-on 

toys, sensory and imaginary play. All of the 

children have had great fun, from our littlest 

babies to our up-and-about pre-schoolers!  

We meet every Friday in the Village Hall, 9.30 - 

11.15am and welcome all parents, grandparents 

or carers to join us with their baby or toddler.  

£3 per family but our first week is free. 

Refreshments are available 

throughout the session so join us 

whenever you can! We hope to see 

you on Friday! 

St Cyrus WRI enjoyed a demonstration of cake decorating in February 

from award winning Ella Barton, who runs our local cafe followed by a 

talk on her business which was enjoyed by all.  

The March meeting had to be cancelled due to the adverse weather conditions.  

Our next meeting will be Monday 2nd April where we will be having Easter crafts.  

The competition is Federation show item, hand painted egg and an Easter decoration.  

May 7th is our AGM with a quiz and bingo night.  

Competition is 3 ideas for next year’s syllabus, unusual soap dish and flower of the month.   

Members are also going on an outing on May 12th to the Gordon Highlanders museum followed by a 

visit to Drum garden centre.  

Christine Jamieson  

Dear St. Cyrus, 

Playgroup needs your help. 

Sadly we are once again under 

threat of closure, so we are asking 

for anyone, parents past and 

present or even someone who 

attended the group themselves, 

to join us to save playgroup. 

This is mainly due to low numbers and finding it 

particularly difficult to fundraise ourselves and 

have been relying on the generosity of the 

customers of several local businesses who have 

been kind enough to buy lucky squares for our 

hampers or whisky.  We would not be here if it 

was not for their support so thank you to the 

Moorie Kennels, The Old Bakery, Castleton and 

especially Yvonne, Ian and their customers at the 

Village Inn. 

We would like to gather ideas, support for events, 

places for hampers/whisky or anything you could 

do for sponsorship.   

If you are a business, could you help or make a 

donation? Will McDermott, locksmith, is our first 

supporter and has already donated £100. 

Your support could range from a one off, an 

annual, an occasional or even a regular 

fundraising activity. Any type of help would be 

amazing and might help us reach our 

50thAnniversary. 

We also need more children, so for anyone 

interested in attending Playgroup, it runs on a 

Wednesday morning from 9.30 to 11.30 am for 

£6.50, taking children over 18 months. 

Please contact us about supporting us or 

attending playgroup at st.cyruspre-

schoolplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk or call 

07901591118  

MEARNS COMMUNITY CINEMA PRESENTS 

Victoria and Abdul (12A) 

Friday 20th April 7pm 

20 years after starring in Mrs Brown 

alongside Billy Connolly, Dame Judi 

Dench returns as Queen Victoria in this 

biographical comedy-drama following 

her relationship with an Indian man 

who joins her household staff. Special 

snacks beforehand! 

Films are shown at Mearns Community Campus 

(Mearns Academy).  Tickets cost £5/£3.50 and are 

available from Reception, Mearns Community 

Campus (01561 378298), online at 

www.neatshows.co.uk or on the door.  

mailto:st.cyruspre-schoolplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:st.cyruspre-schoolplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.neatshows.co.uk/
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St Cyrus Golf Society 

Our season starts April 2018.  

New members of all ages and 

abilities always welcome ... for more details 

please get touch by the end of March.  

We have subs of £20. This goes towards discount-

ing the golf during the season. 

The first game this year will be on Sunday 15th 

April at Portlethen; coffee and bacon roll to start, 

a round of golf and then a two course meal back 

at the St Cyrus Inn, all for £40.00.  

Outdoor Bowling Opening Day 

The 2018 season opens on 

Saturday 21st April at 

1.30pm. 

New members are welcome 

to come along and join us. 

Hall Pairs Competition 

The Hall Pairs will take place on Saturday 5th May 

commencing at 12.30 and is open to non 

members who are resident in the parish of St 

Cyrus, as well as bowling club members. Names 

for entry must be submitted by 6.00 pm on 

Thursday 3rd May to any of the following phone 

numbers. (01674) 850425, (01674) 850438, (or on 

the club notice board for members) 

Cost of entry for the Hall Pairs is £6/pair which will 

be donated to the village hall. 

Teas will be supplied for competitors throughout 

the afternoon. 

Club Meetings 

Bowling Club meetings are held every 

Wednesday evening at 6.30pm, commencing 

25th April, and also every Saturday afternoon at 

1.30pm.There is also a non competitive meeting 

each Monday afternoon at 1.30pm, 

commencing 23rd April. Play is possible at all 

other times by arrangement via the above 

phone numbers. 

NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS VERY WELCOME. 

Green cleaning will take place on Monday and 

Tuesday 16th/17th April. Those willing to help 

should contact the secretary for further details. 

Robert Smith (sec.) 

Tel; 01674850425  

Dear Reader 

I hope you get your copy of the Newsletter in 

good time this issue. 

Unfortunately, last time around, there were a 

couple of glitches and one small outlying area 

never actually got theirs. 

Firstly our prehistoric computer broke down. 

Thanks to Andrew Christie we were up and 

running again within days but I switched it off at 

bedtime with only 60 still to print and it refused to 

work again. 

Hopefully a new fangled external hard drive has 

now solved the problem. 

Next the weather intervened and shortage of 

distributors compounded the problem. 

Looking through past issues, I see there are 9 

heroic folk who have done their round every 

couple of months for 10 years or more. I hope you 

will join me in thanking them, and indeed all those 

who serve us so well, quietly and dutifully. We 

greatly appreciate their efforts. 

Recently two people covering the north and 

inland area from the 30 mph limit to Brigton have 

moved away from the village. This is a rural area 

serving about 80 households and we would like to 

split these into smaller batches. We would love to 

hear from anyone who would take on their own 

neighborhood. 

Within the village one family has been delivering 

132 from Old Station Square to Croftlands for 

many years and it’s maybe time to help lighten 

their load a bit? Could you help? 

I hope you do enjoy getting your Newsletter and 

find it informative and useful. Not everyone keeps 

in touch on Facebook and reading about it on 

paper helps them keep in touch with what is 

going on in the village. 

Please remember to tell us about your Coffee 

Mornings and what your Clubs are doing. We are 

happy to pass on your news; views and 

suggestions are always welcome. 

Our deadlines are 20th of January, March, May, 

July, September and November. We normally 

hope to have it printed and ready to deliver by 

the beginning of the following month. 

Best wishes 

Your Newsletter team 
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From my home in Laurencekirk – Hello! 

Well, by the time the Newsletter ‘hits the streets’ we’ll have put the clocks forward and 

we’ll be on British Summer Time – long days and warm sunshine, we hope! I trust you all 

did remember to put the clocks on. There was an October day a long time ago, before 

I even came to the North East, when I got to church and wondered why nobody was 

there! Yes, I’d forgotten to put the clocks back to GMT! 

Unfortunately I’ve no progress to report with the planned renovations to the church 

building. It was hoped that by now we’d be well on with our plans for the upstairs room and kitchen which 

will enable us to expand our scope of amenities for church and wider functions. However, we’re still tied 

up with the niceties of building warrants and the like, so I’m afraid it’s just more ‘watch this space!’ 

A bit of advance notice for the horticulturalists among us!  

The Coffee Morning/Plant sale this year will be on Saturday 19th May in the Village Hall, from10:30 to 

11:30am. Donations of plants will be warmly received at 09:00am. 

Remember, our Sunday Service is at 10:00am every week and you will be very welcome. There’s 

fellowship after the service on the last Sunday every month – tea/coffee and a ‘fine piece’! Also there’s 

the Sunday Club for the young folk on that last Sunday of the month, starting at 09:30am. Come and join 

us in worship. We have an ‘Hour of Prayer’ meeting in the church on the second Wednesday of the 

month – next one is 11th April, at 7:30pm. This is an opportunity for anyone in need of prayer to join with a 

small group, in the church. You don’t have to pray out loud unless you are moved to do so; sometimes 

the sense of peace provided in the quiet surroundings of our beautiful church is enough. 

Preparations for the Alpha Course are ongoing, with the training of the facilitators. More information 

about the course – timing, venue and programme – will be advised. Again, watch this space! 

Enjoy the Spring! Yours in Christ. 

Norman Trewren, Probationary Minister 

Tel 01561 377359; email: NLennoxTrewren@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/mearnscoastal 

Interim Moderator Rev. Brian Smith - 01561 340302 - email BSmith@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk Dr Marshall Halliday - 01674 850549 email mmhviennahorne@aol.com   

Transportation 

A number of underperforming council supported bus services are being stopped or reduced as part of changes 

intended to save more than £200,000 a year. 

When Aberdeenshire Council’s Revenue Budget was set for 2018/19, the approved budget allocation for 

supported local bus services was reduced. To make sure the amount the council spends on bus services does 

not exceed the budget allocated, ten services have been either cut or reduced. The decision has been made 

taking into account how often the services are used and alternative travel facilities where available. 

Eight contracts were identified for withdrawal and two for reduction, as set out below, and the changes will take 

effect from Monday, May 7. 

Journey/Service Withdrawals 

Service 220 (Kirkton of Skene/Elrick – Aberdeen Royal Infirmary); Monday to Friday peak and inter-peak service 

Service 252 (New Deer – Mintlaw – Fraserburgh); Monday to Friday peak return journey 

Service 210 (Tarland – Aboyne); Monday and Wednesday inter-peak journeys 

Service 105 (Banchory – Rickarton – Stonehaven); Monday and Thursday inter-peak service 

Service 108 (Muchalls – Chapelton Park & Choose); Tuesday and Thursday schooldays inter-peak return journey 

Service 103 (Cookney – Aberdeen); Monday to Friday peak return journey 

Service X17 (Aberdeen – Westhill/Elrick); two evening journeys on Sundays 

Service 9 (Laurencekirk – Montrose Railway Station); Friday and Saturday evening journey 

Service Reductions 

Service 204 (Strachan/Banchory – Aberdeen); Tuesday and Friday inter-peak return journey withdrawn but 

weekday peak return journey retained 

Service 41A (Inverurie - Huntly); Monday to Friday non schooldays return journey withdrawn but schoolday return 

journey retained 

In the case of service 252: New Deer – Mintlaw – Fraserburgh (see terminations), Central Buchan A2B dial-a-bus 

will commence operation 30 minutes earlier than at present, allowing passengers currently travelling on service 

252 to use the dial-a-bus service to connect at Mintlaw with alternative services to/from Fraserburgh. 

mailto:NLennoxTrewren@churchofscotland.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/mearnscoastal
mailto:BSmith@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:mmhviennahorne@aol.com
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Such a huge amount of 

achievements on every scale 

already this year from Solos 

members.  Some of the newer 

members have been able to run 

all the way up Criggie Hill for the 

first time without stopping and a few have 

completed their first Park Run without having to 

take a walk break; great stuff guys. 

We had our first AGM which went well at Solos HQ 

(the pub).  There was lots to talk about and 

everyone is in agreement about the way forward 

for the club. We are hoping to be affiliated with 

Scottish Athletics soon. 

Leanne is training for her first marathon (London) 

and will be the first Solo to complete one of the 5 

major city marathons.  It will be great to see a 

Solos T-shirt on the start line of such a major event! 

Iain completed the Fetteresso marathon which is 

a tough 26.2 miles around hilly woodland near 

Stonehaven.   

Shirley took gold... yes GOLD! at a 4 race cross 

country event. 

Sam completed RED (Run Every Day, in January) 

and clocked up an impressive 105 miles while 

doing so. 

Drew, Rich, Judith and Chris completed the D33 

ultra-marathon in an epic performance that I'm in 

awe of.  33 miles - crikey. 

Alan completed his first half marathon in 10 years. 

Park Run PB's for loads of us show that all our 

training is paying its dues.   

Val has baked her first wedding cake. 

Bryony hosted a "solos treasure hunt" which went 

down a treat with the members - we had to run 

round the village and get selfies in key locations 

as teams.  My wife was relieved she'd shut the 

curtains, as "Si's front door" was one of the 

locations. She was chillin' in her jammies watching 

Corrie, and blissfully unaware of the 20 people 

who snuck into the garden to take selfies by our 

front door. 

In the coming weeks, many of us will be running 

our first 10k, first half marathon, or first Park run.  I 

get excited to see new members taking part in 

their first event.  There's something empowering 

about standing on the start line with a race 

number pinned to your club t-shirt.  Whether 

aiming to compete or complete - the buzz is the 

same, and when you get your medal as you cross 

the finish line, you really feel that you've 

accomplished something great.  Thoughts of "can 

I manage this" quickly change to "that was 

great... when is the next race I can sign up to".   

So much to be proud of in the space of a few 

months and I'm looking forward to seeing what 

the rest of the year holds.   

We will be hosting a fun run as part of the Gala 

week on Tuesday 5 June; keep an eye out for the 

posters around the village and get in touch if 

you'd like more info.   

The Halloween fun run was a huge success, 

enjoyed by all and it would be great to see this 

become another great yearly event for the 

village. solosfunrun@gmail.com 

The Solos will be starting a "couch to 5k" to help 

new runners achieve their first 5k.  If you'd like to 

take part in this get in touch, either through 

Facebook or stcyrussolos@gmail.com. The pace 

will be easy and achievable for all.  It would be 

great to see more people join the supportive 

group we already have in place, and it's always 

great to see non runners taking up the sport! 

Likewise, if you fancy joining us - every Tuesday 

and Thursday at the village hall at 19.30.   

We rightfully cancelled a Solos run when "the 

beast fae the east" came to visit.  I went out on 

my tod against better advice and had a great 

run through thigh deep snow drifts and thoroughly 

enjoyed myself....this obviously wasn't the most 

sensible thing to do in such conditions and Karma 

dealt me a devastating blow.  I'd been avoiding 

instagram and twitter (I'm down with the kids) as it 

was the athletics world indoor champs and I had 

been taping it during my run to catch up and see 

how Laura Muir got on in her 3000m final.  I sat 

down clicked play, and my phone buzzed up 

with a message from Rich "Just watched Laura 

Muir claim a bronze in the 3k - 8:45". He's still in the 

bad books. 

Solos out. 

Si Chalmers 

stcyrussolos@gmail.com 

http://stcyrussolos.webnode.com 

St.Cyrus Solos Running Club 

Neighbourhood Alert is a new innovation allowing Police Scotland the 

opportunity to send e-mail messages relating to local crime trends and 

containing crime prevention advice quickly and effectively to a wide 

audience, but which can be targeted to particular streets or communities if 

required. Any individual can sign-up to receive these e-mail messages, either for themselves or their 

community group, and the sign-up process allows the recipient to specify the type of information that 

they are interested in and from what source.   

https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/91/Join 

mailto:solosfunrun@gmail.com
mailto:stcyrussolos@gmail.com
mailto:stcyrussolos@gmail.com
http://stcyrussolos.webnode.com
https://www.facebook.com/StCyrus-Solos-Running-Club-851405071628268/?fref=ts
https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/91/Join
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Happy Springtime! Let’s hope the icy blizzards and howling winds are now 

behind us and the wildlife on the Reserve and beyond can have a little respite 

from surviving these harsh conditions. The overall colour of the Reserve at the 

moment is a gorgeous mixture of yellows and golds and as the sun is warming 

the air between cold spells I have started to be able to detect the coconut smell of warming yellow 

gorse flowers. A few yellow primrose are flowering now, hidden away in more sheltered nooks and 

crannies alongside lesser celandine. The marram grass is a gorgeous straw colour and the sand dunes 

and beach are as golden as ever. 

The raven, buzzard and peregrine can be seen fighting on a daily basis now, sometimes all together! Its 

spectacular to see these three species battling for their preferred nesting sites on the cliffs. 

The winter storms have taken their toll on many marine animals including thousands of Brittle star, several 

giant Conga eel and numerous Auks, mainly Guillemots but with some Puffins and Razorbills washed 

ashore. Guillemots resemble little penguins due to their coloration and upright posture, the French often 

call them 'petit pingouin', little penguin. The prolonged periods of rough seas make it extremely difficult 

for these birds to feed, Can you imagine trying to find fish amongst the bubbles, darkness, currents and 

debris of the winter swells? It must be like being put into a huge washing machine and expected to find 

small fish! Whilst most of the Guillemots were sadly dead several were still live and were reported by the 

public to us, and even brought to the office by kind visitors. The SSPCA picked them all up to take them 

to Fishcross wildlife rehabilitation centre, thin and very tired. I do hope these birds survive. 

Auks are true seabirds, only coming ashore to breed. They have stout bodies and wings which are 

perfectly hydrodynamic (rather than aerodynamic), enabling them to ‘fly’ through the water in pursuit 

of fish. In fact they fly with very little grace and make very clumsy landings if there is no wind to help 

them along! These birds can handle rough seas but when there are no calm spells in between storms it 

becomes very difficult for them to survive. 

We collected all the dead birds we could find and Professor Mike Harris and 

Sarah Wanless from the Center of Ecology and Hydrology (CEH) came to 

analyse them. CEH conduct long term studies on seabird ecology and survival 

which is critical to inform government of safeguarding measures for their 

survival. Most birds were first winter birds (non breeders) so the loss of these 

birds won’t have as much of an impact on the population as if they were breeding birds. In the picture 

you can see Mike determining the age from the under wing plumage. 

I spent a little while popping some of the stranded Brittle star into rock pools and watched them nimbly 

waving goodbye! The Brittle stars are Echinoderms, closely related to starfish. They come from a class of 

animals called Ophiuroidea which comes from the ancient Greek word meaning serpent; hence they 

are also called sea serpents! Generally they have 5 long flexible arms, they are pretty mobile, using 

these arms to swoooosh and swiiish their way along the sea floor! There are about 2000 species of brittle 

star, about 1200 of these being deep sea species. 

We had a wonderful day at St Cyrus NNR with Pony Axes Obama and Simon! Mullholand. 

Simon runs a service that allows people with impaired mobility and wheel chair users to get 

out and about in the Scottish Countryside. Obama the pony and his specially adapted 

chariot will be returning to the Reserve so keep your eye out on Facebook or around the 

Reserve for posters. It was such a beautiful experience to see the pure joy on our visitors 

faces as they explored the reserve! 

We have been busy with maintenance works and the cliff meshing has now been installed 

over the high risk area of the main cliff path so hopefully we won’t have anymore large 

landslides for a while. The sluice pipes and banking/wall to the South of the Reserve have 

also been rebuilt. Finally, a new interpretation hub is being built opposite the Council car park, it should 

look really nice and a local contractor, Caspar Lampkin is busy building a lovely dry stone dyke as I 

type! It should be a great place for you to sit for a moment to get back packs, children or dogs sorted 

before your walk and to read about any seasonal notices and information. We have put a crossing 

place mid car park for you too, as we were getting worried about people ducking under the fence and 

crossing on the corner of the road which is becoming busier all the time. 

Reserve highlights include a day with Obama and Co. and the wonderful people 

who visited the beach for the very first time, it was a very emotional and happy day. 

Enjoying watching the Reserve come to life, slowly! Looking at the winter stalks of last 

years flowers, so beautiful against the freshly laid sand dunes. Listening to the skylarks 

and yellow hammers singing their hearts out. Spring is on the way and anything is 

possible! 
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The sea yields its forgotten treasures – yet again! 

I am sure I have not been alone to learn of fat appearing along our shores due 

to the recent storms, and hearing stories from the past. 

Speaking to my Father, he remembers the sinking of the ship by the Germans (I 

gather it was called Taurus) , and at that time it was carrying tallow for soap 

manufacture and also steer heads which were also being washed ashore at 

one time - as skulls! 

One “old timer” has told me today that the fat was washed up in small wooden casks after the war,  

and was sought after by locals  for cooking. 

We also had a ship  which mistook Todhead lighthouse for a light further south and drove straight into 

the shore . In that case depositing timber pit props destined for the mines. 

Speaking of mines, another resident has told me of the regular occurrences of mines blowing up , 

particularly in the 50s and 60s, dislodged by the storms along our coast  and sometimes washed up in 

our harbours.  The main damage was windows totally blown out. 

I also referred to the massive “sea dumps” which were used to dump household and municipal waste 

until recently. Again, people can mistake some of that for sewage when washed up on our shore, but it 

is debris from these dumps dislodged by sea storms. 

It’s always good to note our local history and it often goes some way to explain recent occurrences. 

George Carr 

GARDENING SERVICE 

Mearns and Coastal Healthy Living Network provide a garden maintenance service 

to help older people maintain their gardens. We have a team of gardeners who 

can help with general garden maintenance tasks such as weeding and grass 

cutting. There is an hourly charge for this service. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Mearns and Coastal Healthy Living Network are looking for more part time gardeners to work for us on a 

self-employed basis, to do weeding, grass cutting and taking away debris. We pay an hourly rate to our 

gardeners. If you have some gardening experience and are physically fit and able to work outdoors, 

and enjoy working with older people, then please contact us for further information. 

For more information regarding our Gardening Service please contact the office for further information 

at: Mearns & Coastal Healthy Living Network, 44 High Street, Laurencekirk AB30 1AB; Tel: 01561 378130 

Spring is Here 

Time to Get on your Bike! 

Mearns Cycle Hub 

is looking for anyone interested in cycling at 

any level to become involved in their exciting 

new project to be based in Laurencekirk. 

* Provide training to volunteers 

* Arrange cycle rides at all levels 

* Teach cyclists of all ages about bike 

 maintenance 

If you’d like to be involved, please contact Jim 

at 

mearnscyclehub@gmail.com or ask for Louise 

at the MAP office at 44 High Street, 

Laurencekirk, tel: 01561 377000 for further 

details. 

Grampian Pride - Just Be Yourself 

Saturday 26th May 2018 

10.30am - Union Street Parade 

11.30am - Gigs Around Town 

1pm - Pride Village, Queens Links 

8pm - After-Parties 

Grampian Pride aims to bring the local and wider 

community together. Welcoming everyone from the 

North East of Scotland, the rest of the UK, and 

international communities. Grampian Pride aims to 

provide a safe space for all LGBT+ individuals and 

their straight allies.  

The Pride event will consist of a march, various stalls, 

information about LGBT+ organisations and services, 

entertainment, key speakers, safe spaces, and a 

family area. For more information, tickets and line-

ups visit: http://www.grampianpride.org/  

Note from Editor: Thanks, George! Has anyone else interesting stories to 

relate? Please contact us! Email stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:mearnscyclehub@gmail.com
http://www.grampianpride.org/
mailto:stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk
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URGENT!! 

A Community Council is required to ensure that £500,000 which has been paid to 

Aberdeenshire Council for the development of 150 houses in the village, is used in the village.  As there is 

no Community Council in the village any more, Aberdeenshire Council can use the money wherever 

and however they want. 

I would also like to see the following developed in the village: 

 Pedestrian Crossings - 3 in all, one at the end of Ecclesgreig Road, a second opposite the shop, and 

a third at the south end of the village at the end of the new development 

 Mini roundabouts - one at the end of Ecclesgreig Road, a second at Mercury Terrace, a third at 

Lochside Road and a fourth at the exit of the new housing estate. 

 Cycle paths adjoining the new development and possibly one through the park in Ecclesgreig Road, 

up the south side of the road with easy access to Invergarry Park and Ecclesgreig Gardens.  

Cycle/pedestrian paths should also be constructed from the village north to the caravan park, as 

people are often seen walking along the main road, and also from the village south to connect with 

the path over the viaduct at the North Water Bridge. 

 Ecclesgreig Road should be a 20 mph zone for the safety of children and others entering/ leaving the 

park and going to/coming from school. 

 The pubic toilets should be reinstated. 

 Surface water which will result from the new housing estate needs to be controlled as the stream 

alongside the main road is the responsibility of the householders, not Aberdeenshire Council.  More 

flooding is not required in this village. 

Your village needs you!  We need a Community Council to be formed quickly.  I am willing to be on the 

Council. 

Aside - If anyone is interested in learning how to use the public defibrillator, please send me an email 

and I will organise a course with the Scottish Ambulance service about June/July. 

David Neill 

Email: dav_neill@hotmail.com  

St Cyrus dog owners not picking up after their pets?!? Unbelievable. 

There are regular complaints about dog fouling on ‘What’s on St Cyrus’. Some 

are even thinking about putting up a camera to catch the perpetrators in the 

act! Might not be a bad idea. 

My personal bug bear is people who put their dog’s number two in a bag and 

then hang it in the bushes or on a fence! 

Not cleaning up after your dog is illegal as a result of The Dog Fouling (Scotland) 

Act 2003.  In 2016 the fixed penalty for leaving dog fouling was increased to £80, and can in some cases 

lead to conviction and a fine of up to £500. 

In addition to being a nuisance to pedestrians and walkers, dog fouling can also be dangerous to 

people’s health.  The biggest risk is an infection from the roundworm which spreads toxocariasis, 

symptoms of which include dizziness and nausea, but in worse cases, eye damage and seizures. 

What you can do: 

 Follow the golden rules: Grab it, bag it, bin it. Any bin will do. 

 If you see someone allowing their dog to foul and if you feel safe, politely but firmly encourage them 

to clear up after their dog. Offer them a bag if you happen to be carrying any. 

 If you don’t feel that you can approach someone, report dog fouling to your local authority - 

particularly if you know who is letting their dog foul regularly. 

 If you are inspired to tackle and monitor dog fouling yourself, download Keep Scotland Beautiful’s 

‘We're Watching You toolkit’ on www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/media/846337/cus-were-

watching-you-toolkit.pdf to help to develop your own campaign. 

Any opinions, findings and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this letter are 

those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the St Cyrus Newsletter. 

http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/media/846337/cus-were-watching-you-toolkit.pdf
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/media/846337/cus-were-watching-you-toolkit.pdf
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£50,000 grant scheme for rural communities 

The Fund aims to give off-grid 

communities the chance to gain 

funding for projects that will improve 

local life. Last year’s winning 

projects included an inclusive swing 

for a community park, a new piano 

for a community choir, books for a rural school 

library and the installation of fibre broadband 

into an off-grid village. 

With a total fund of £50,000 and with 21 individual 

prize pots up for grabs, this year’s Calor Rural 

Community Fund will be open for applications 

between 20th March and 30th April. There’s more 

info on the Fund and past winners on the website 

www.calor.co.uk/communityfund. 

Local organisations are invited to 

apply to be a Co-op local cause. The 

Co-op Local Community Fund gives 

money to local causes, helping to 

bring people together and make a 

difference. To apply to be a Co-op cause you 

must have a project or event in mind that meets 

the Co-op's values, takes place or will still be 

running after October 2019 and benefits your 

local community. They give preference to 

projects run by small, local organisations that 

make a real difference to people in their 

community. Deadline: 8th April. 

https://causes.coop.co.uk/  

Tesco Newtonhill are looking for 

local groups to apply for their 

'Bags of Help' Fund. Amazingly, 

they have been 

undersubscribed, so are actively looking to 

encourage groups in South Aberdeenshire to 

contact them! Please note that applications are 

welcomed from groups outwith Newtonhill.  

Constituted groups, charities and not-for-profit 

organisations can apply for funding of between 

£1000 and £4000 for projects that bring benefits to 

the community. The on-line application can be 

accessed via http://bit.ly/bagsofhelp4  

Eligible projects include but are not limited to 

activity in outdoor spaces; purchase of items such 

as sports kit, camping equipment or specialised 

medical equipment; improvements to community 

buildings; seasonal events, volunteer expenses 

and training. 

Following a public vote in Tesco stores every 2 

months, three projects in each of the local Tesco 

store areas will receive a grant with first place 

receiving up to £4000, second place up to £2000 

and third place £1000. Please contact 01786 

849757 or email your local enabler on 

rita.callander@greenspacescotland.org.uk for 

further information.  

AVA's Community Toolkit provides a wide range 

of excellent resources for groups and individuals 

to use. The toolkit provides a whole host of 

information - from setting up community groups, 

charitable status, fundraising, step-by-step guides, 

a funders database, volunteer development and 

loads more. It's all there to be used for free on our 

website at http://avashire.org.uk/toolkit.html. 

 

Advocacy North East 

Advocacy North East provides 

independent advocacy 

throughout Aberdeenshire to 

adult users of health and social 

care services with a Learning 

Disability, Mental Illness/Disorder and Unpaid 

Carers. 

Why advocacy? 

Advocacy is needed because at times it can be 

difficult to tell people about the things you want, 

or to disagree with what someone has said. 

An advocate will listen to what you say and help 

you find information about the choices you may 

have. 

Advocacy is a way to enable people to make 

informed choices about, and to remain in control 

of, their own care. 

Using the advocacy service 

The advocacy service is free and confidential.  

You can refer yourself or ask another person to 

do this for you. 

You can find us at: www.advocacyne.org.uk/ 

 You can donate blood at: 

The Town Hall, Melville Gardens, Montrose 

Monday 21 May 2018 

14:30 - 16:00 and 17:30 - 19:30 

Thursday 24 May 2018 

14:30 - 16:00 and 17:30 - 19:30 

The Sports Centre, Kirkburn, Inverbervie 

Thursday 17 May 2018 

16:30 - 19:15  

For other venues or more information see: 

 www.scotblood.co.uk or call 0845 90 90 999 

http://www.calor.co.uk/communityfund
https://causes.coop.co.uk/
http://bit.ly/bagsofhelp4
mailto:rita.callander@greenspacescotland.org.uk
http://avashire.org.uk/toolkit.html.
http://www.advocacyne.org.uk/
http://www.scotblood.co.uk
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Accountancy, Taxation and Business Services - Axiom Business Consultancy Limited. For a professional, 

 confidential and prompt service for all your accountancy, bookkeeping, payroll and tax 

 liability needs please contact Christopher Doan FCCA (Chartered Certified Accountant with 

 over 25 years experience). Mob : 07572 835 144 or Email c.doan@axiombusinessconsultancy.com 

Accountancy, Taxation and Business Services – TaxAssist Accountants provide accountancy and tax 

 services for the small business community and personal tax affairs. Please contact us for friendly 

 and helpful advice on 01674 668200, or by email dougcrawford@taxassist.co.uk, or visit us at 1-3 

 Bridge Street, Montrose.  

Antiques and Collectibles - Croft Curios - Provincial Silver Flatware, Miltonhaven Caravan Park, Open 

 daily 10 am -5 pm; Tel: 01674 850413; e-mail: miltonhaven@btconnect.com; Website 

 www.miltonhaven.co.uk 

Architectural Services - RGS Design; Bob Smith; Mob 0779 3007016;  e-mail bob@rgsdesign.co.uk 

Architectural Services - Norman McIntosh MCIAT Chartered Architectural Technologist; Roundhouse 

 Architecture Ltd, The Roundhouse, Lochside Road, St Cyrus, DD10 0DB. Tel 01674 850187; Mob 

 07754 758245; e-mail info@roundhousearchitecture.com; Website 

 www.roundhousearchitecture.com 

Beauty By Elaine - Elaine Riddell 36 Invergarry Park, St Cyrus, DD10 0BU. Home visits available by  request, 

 Mob 07855 002497; email beautybyelaine@hotmail.co.uk;        Beauty by Elaine 

Beauty Therapist - in the comfort of your own home. Hazel Anderson Tel 01674 850402;  

 Mob 0774 5962502 

Beauty Therapist - MYA Beauty; Highly trained beauty therapist now taking bookings. I offer current 

 'in trend' treatments such as: - HD Brows - LVL - Lycon Waxing. For more treatments please go 

 to my website: www.myabeauty.co.uk or by telephone on 07703693085 

Blinds - Featherston Blinds; Also extensive range of lamps and furniture; 176 High St, Montrose.  

 Tel 01674 677602; e-mail info@featherstonblinds.co.uk; Website www.featherstonblinds.co.uk.  

Chimney Sweep - Ewan McLean, Barton, Kingoldrum, Kirriemuir. Mob 0771 1334203 

Cleaning - Maid4cleaning Ltd. We are a local cleaning business with 5 years professional cleaning 

 experience in domestic and commercial cleaning. Tel 01674 850375 or 0757 7020586  

Computer Repairs - Sparky Computers; Mobile computer repairs service for home & business.  

 Tel 01561 378911; Mob 07887 808556 

Driveway & Patio Services - John Adam; 01674 850779; Mob. 07771 846357;  

 email johnadampaving@hotmail.co.uk 

Driveways & Landscaping- Moir Driveways Ltd; Tel No: 01674 850028, Mob No: 078 8174 2782; 

 email: moir2@sky.com  

Driving School - Brian A Thomson; Fairmont, South Links, Traill Drive, Montrose DD10 8EJ.  

 Mob 0777 5727603 

Electrician - A1 Electrical (David West Proprietor); Select Approved Electrician; Tel 01674 677365;  

 Mob 0775 9347353; Website david-west-electrical.co.uk;         David-West-Electrical 

Electrician - John McIntosh Electrical Ltd Registered in Scotland. SC433510. Registered head office: 

 Lamondfauld Cottage, Dubton Road, Hillside, Montrose DD10 9EQ. Tel 01674 434 267  

 Mob 07971 520 435 Website www.johnmcintoshelectrical.co.uk 

Electrician - Barry West; Tel 01674 677365; Mob 0784 2911414; email  barrywestelectrical@hotmail.com 

English Tutor -  National 5/Higher English Tuition - Michelle Stirling, Maybank Lochside Road, St Cyrus.  

 Mob: 07596465203; Email: ddmstirling581@glow.sch.uk  

Garage - The Motorstore Montrose. Repairs, Pre-MOT, tyres, batteries and exhausts. Tel 01674 678887 

Garage - Wilsons Garage, Main Road, St Cyrus. Tel 01674 850244. E-mail 

 wilsonsgarage85@btconnect.com . MOT’s, servicing, repairs and diagnostics.  

Guitar Lessons - Caroline Jones, LTCL. Experienced in working with children and adults.  

 Also ukulele for beginners and music theory. Tel: 01561 361178.  

 Website: www.carolinemjones.wordpress.com  

Hairstylist - Tammy, Mobile Hairstylist St Cyrus. Mob 0756 5594360 

Handmade soap products - Artesan Crafts at 14 Murray Street Montrose for handmade soap 

 products and other craft gifts.  Mob 07931 949190. Open Tues-Sat 9.30am - 5pm. For Dec/Jan 

 see       @artesan.crafts.scotland 

mailto:c.doan@axiombusinessconsultancy.com
mailto:dougcrawford@taxassist.co.uk
mailto:moir2@sky.com
mailto:ddmstirling581@glow.sch.uk
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/Artesan.Crafts.Scotland/?fref=ts
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Handyman - Aaron's Home & Garden Services. Tel: 01674 850845 Mob: 07753180715 

Hotel / Restaurant - St Cyrus Village Inn - Bentleys Restaurant - Great Scot Village Pub.   

 Tel 01674 850356; Website: www.stcyrus-hotel.co.uk; email stcyrushotel@btconnect.com 

       www.facebook.com/St-Cyrus-Village-Inn 

Joiner - Ross Leitch Joinery Services. Tel 01674 677552, Mob 0789 2673099; Website www.rljsltd.co.uk 

Joiner/Building Contractor - Dontay Contracts - Windows/Doors/Extensions; Serving the local 

 community. Call 01674 850055 or Mob 07723 323671  

Joinery Manufacture - MJM (Stevie Maddock) - Doors, Windows, Staircases, Bespoke Products;   

 Mob: 07802894695; Website www.maddockjoinerymanufacture.co.uk 

Landscaping and Groundworks - Gary Low; Tel: 01674 672494; Mob: 07969 066807;  

 email: gary@gllandscaping.co.uk; Website: www.gllandscaping.co.uk/ 

Locksmith - Will McDermott. Qualified Locksmith and City & Guilds Electrical installer. 24/7 emergency 

 call outs and all locks changed. Based in St Cyrus Email: Will.advent@gmail.com 

 Website: http://www.willmcdermottlocksmith.co.uk/ Phone Number: 0800 0856820 (free 

 number) Mobile: 07590623456 

Man and Van - MAF Couriers. Skip runs, DIY store collection or anything else you might need a van 

 for. Tel: 07715557968; e-mail MAFCouriers@hotmail.co.uk;        MAF Couriers. Contact Mark for 

 quote. 

Massage Therapy - Remedial and Sports Massage (AMTS), Swedish (SMS). Hilda Peters, Member of 

 Scottish Massage Therapists Organisation.  Johnshaven (or home visit if required.). Tel 01561 

 361965; Mob 07810 374793; email mitisetfortis@gmail.com 

Painting & Decorating - Grant's Decorating is a family owned business for domestic and commercial 

 clients. Mob 07508244711; email enquiries@grantsdecorating.co.uk; Website 

 www.grantsdecorating.co.uk;        https://m.facebook.com/grantsdecorating 

Plumber - Heating Engineer. Martin Ritchie, Myreside, Long Row, Kirkton, St Cyrus;  

 Tel 01674 850107; Mob 07837 578454 

Photographer - Snowfox Photography, Lee Corpe, St Cyrus, Mob 0779 2957118;  

 Website www.snowfoxphotography.com 

Reflexology - Falling to pieces with back, neck, migraine or joint pain? The Dorn Therapy Method 

 treats pain safely, naturally & gently. To get on the road to recovery contact 

 lynne@butterflydreams.co.uk; Mob 07808 764712 

Solicitors - Scott Alexander, 46 High Street, Montrose, DD10 8JF. Contact Elizabeth Alexander on  

 01674 671477; Website www.scottalexandersolicitors.co.uk 

Taxi - St Cyrus Taxi; Nick Alchin. Wheelchair accessible, local, long distance, airports. Email 

 stcyrustaxi@gmail.com;       stcyrustaxi;. Mob  07889 740235 - 07852 912896;  

Tool Hire - R.K Services (Montrose) Ltd; 67 North Esk Road, Montrose. Tel 01674 677500 

Typing Services - Park Typing Services; Moira Park; Mob 07854 066026;        Park Typing Services;  

         @ParkTyping; Email parktypingservices@gmail.com 

Transport Services - Landrover and Trailer Hire; J Jobson, Invergarry Park, St Cyrus. Tel 01674 850603; 

 Mob 07816 214254 

Web Design & Online Marketing - Alasdair Orr. Tel 0844 800 7109; Mob 07979 990 898;  

 e-mail al@sugarshaker.com; Website www.sugarshaker.com 

Business Directory 

To have your business included in the directory, please e-mail stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk. 

Entries in the Business Directory are charged at £5 per issue, which goes towards paying our production 

costs. The Newsletter is distributed to over 700 households in the village every two months. 

DISCLAIMER - Opinions expressed in this production are solely those of the original authors and do not 

necessarily represent those of St Cyrus Newsletter Group and/or any/all contributors to this newsletter.  

Although paid advertisements may appear in this publication, the St Cyrus Newsletter Group does not 

endorse the advertised product, service, or company, nor any of the claims made in the advertisement. 

There is no commercial involvement by advertisers in the development of the content or in the editorial 

decision-making process. 

http://www.stcyrus-hotel.co.uk/
mailto:stcyrushotel@btconnect.com
mailto:Will.advent@gmail.com
http://www.willmcdermottlocksmith.co.uk/
mailto:MAF%20Couriers
mailto:mitisetfortis@gmail.com
http://www.grantsdecorating.co.uk/
http://www.grantsdecorating.co.uk/
https://m.facebook.com/grantsdecorating/?__mref=message_bubble
mailto:stcyrustaximailto:https://www.facebook.com/stcyrustaxi/?fref=ts
mailto:Park%20Typing%20Services
mailto:@ParkTyping;
mailto:parktypingservices@gmail.com
mailto:stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk

