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Gala Poster Winner 

This is the winning 

entry from the St 

Cyrus Primary School 

Gala Day Poster 

competition.  

The winner is Orla 

Faherty, 11 years old, 

P7. 

Thanks to all who 

entered. 

Gala Week 2018 

Sunday 3rd June 

The Great Ping Pong Ball Race Start 12 noon ‘The Old Nick’ 

3.30pm Peter Rabbit     
6pm Avengers Infinity War 

 

Monday 4th June - Primary School football tournament 

Kick off 6.30pm; Tuck Shop & 50/50 Raffle 

Tuesday 5th June – St Cyrus Solos Fun Run 

6pm start at the Village Hall 

Wednesday 6th June - Family Rounders at the Park 

Kick off 6.30pm at the Park; Tuck Shop & 50/50 Raffle 

Thursday 7th June - Auld Yins versus Young Uns football 

10th Anniversary Match - Kick off 6.30pm at the football 

pitch - Tuck Shop & 50/50 Raffle 

Friday 8th June – Set-up for Gala Day 

9.30am – 12.30pm; 1.30pm - 4,30pm; 6pm - 9pm 

Saturday 9th June – Gala Day 12 noon – 4pm. 

This year we will have Medieval Enactments to enthral you, 

St Cyrus Solos to exhaust you, Dancers to enchant you and 

our very own Piper to enrapture you. 

Our wrist band package this year will include a Last Man 

Standing Inflatable (think of BBC’s Wipe out), Foot Darts, 

Water Walkerz, an Assault Course, a Disco Dome for the 

young ones, bouncy castles and other inflatables. 

***SO YOU THINK YOU CAN DRIVE?*** 

Montrose Playhouse Project SCIO 

fundraiser on Saturday 30th June at the 

car park at the rear of the old swimming 

pool on The Mall, Montrose. 

Montrose Driving Instructors Association 

have kindly offered to hold the annual 

mock driving test fundraiser. 

For a £25 donation to the Project, you will 

sit a 30 minute mock driving test with one 

of several local Driving Instructors. 

If you want to raise even more funds, we 

can give you a sponsor form. You’ll get a 

lovely certificate to take home with you 

to say how well you’ve done. DO NOT 

FEAR, THEY CANNOT TAKE AWAY YOUR 

LICENCE!! 

Up to 3 passengers can ride along and 

watch your driving prowess. Why not 

make a competition out of it?  

Afterwards you can celebrate (or 

commiserate) with a cuppy and a cake 

provided by the Playhouse team. There’ll 

be extra on sale for your groupies.  

Contact Brian Thomson by email at 

bat1306@aol.com or telephone 

07775727603 to book your slot. Limited 

places are available so don’t delay! 

 

Cinema 

http://www.stcyrusnewsletter.org.uk/
mailto:bat1306@aol.com
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Thank you to everyone who came to play whist on Friday April 20th and 

to all who brought raffles. We made £180 on the night and it was a 

learning experience for the Hall Chair and yours truly since neither of us 

have ever set up for a whist evening before …. now we are experts! 

We’ve still to learn how to play the game though. 

As some of you may be aware, we have had a few ‘toilet issues’ of late. 

Toilets that don’t always flush and taps that don’t always go off. There is 

nothing wrong with the cisterns or sinks, we just need to replace the taps and replace the ‘internal 

operations’ in the cisterns. 

We applied to Tullo & Twinshiels Wind Farms Community Fund for financial assistance towards these 

repairs and were again successful. Our sincere thanks go once more to Provost Howatson for his 

guidance and for supporting our application. It will take a few days to complete these repairs so to 

prevent disrupting our Hall Users, the repairs will be carried out mid-July when most of the groups are on 

holiday so please bear with us mean time. And 

gentlemen, the electrician has adjusted the timer on 

the lights in the gents toilet so hopefully you shouldn’t 

now have to do a little wave to get the lights to come 

back on before you can exit! 

Due to commitments elsewhere this year, the Hall 

Committee are not having their usual ‘cake and 

candy’ stall at this year’s Gala Day but we wish the 

Gala Committee every success and a dry and sunny 

day and all being well we and our cakes and 

candies will be back in 2019. 

Frances Whyte 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Activities in St Cyrus 

To book the Hall contact Lara Smith on 07565 597559 

See also Facebook Page ‘What’s on St Cyrus’, kept up to date by Lori Forbes. 

Weekly  Day From Till 

Hall Friendship Club Wednesday 10.00am 1.00pm 

Hall Highland Dancing Tuesday 3.00pm 7.00pm 

Bowling Green 
Outdoor Bowling 

850425, 850438 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Saturday 

1.30pm 

6.30pm 

1.30pm 

 

Start at the 

Hall 

Solos Running Club 

Si 07841 847914 or Nicola 0776644 8281 
Tuesday Thursday 7.30pm Flexible 

Hall Scottish Country Dancing  Monday 7.30pm 9.00pm 

Hall Tai Chi Wednesday 12.30pm 1.30pm 

Hall Tea Dancing Friday 2.00pm 4.00pm 

Hall Whist Wednesday 7.00pm 9.00pm 

Johnshaven Yoga (Wairds Park) Thursday 5.30pm 7.00pm 

Weekly Term Time Only       

Hall Tums, Toots and Toddlers  Friday 9.30am 11.15am 

Hall Playgroup Wednesday 9.30am 11.15am 

Hall Youth Club (Juniors only) Friday 6.30pm 8.15pm 

    Monthly  

Hall Public Hall Committee 1st Tuesday 7.00pm 9.00pm 

Hall Senior Citizens 2nd Monday 7.30pm 9.30pm 

Hall WRI 1st Monday 7.30pm 9.00pm 

Scout Hall     

 Beavers (Boys & Girls age 6-8) Monday 6.00pm 7,00pm 

 Brownies (Girls aged 7-10) Thursday 5.30pm 7.00pm 

 Cubs (Boys and girls aged 8-10) Monday 7.15pm 8.30pm 

 Rainbows (Girls aged 5-7) Thursday 5.30pm 6.30pm 

 Scouts (Boys and girls aged 10.5-14) Sunday 1.30pm 4.30pm 

 
 

March 2018 April 2018 

£100 John MacDonald Collette Strachan 

£  50 Kathleen Kingsley Sandra Cooper 

£  25 Chris Crowe Annie MacAulay 

£  15 Mrs Aileen Scott Mary Tough 

£  10 Molly Neilson Marion Brownlie 

Congratulations to our winners and thank you 

to the St Cyrus Tea Dancers and to Angus Tai 

Chi Academy for completing the draws. 

To all club contacts: If you like to add your tel no, please email stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk 

St Cyrus Public Hall 

mailto:stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk
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President Elizabeth Alexander welcomed the members to the AGM at 

our May meeting. The voting slips were counted by Joan Murray and 

Eleanor Ritchie and new committee members were appointed. The 

main members of our new committee are as follows : President Kathleen Masson. Vice 

President Elizabeth Alexander, Secretary Frances Moir  Treasurer Rhona Keith.  

This was followed by a quiz by Val Fotheringham and Kath Scott hosted a bingo session. 

The competition was a decorative soap dish 1. M Hadden 2. E Alexander 3. W Armitage.  

Ideas for next year's syllabus 1. W Armitage 2. C Jamieson 3. M Brown. Flower of the month 1. M Hadden 

2. M Brown 3. M Taylor.  

The Jubilee cup for most points overall went to Mary Taylor as did the Quaich for her flowers and she 

also won the lucky bingo prize. 

We had our annual outing to the Gordon Highlander museum on Saturday 12th May which was enjoyed 

by all. It is mainly run by volunteers and we were served tea/ coffee, scones and cakes before being 

shown a film about how the Gordon Highlanders began followed by a tour of the museum. It is well 

worth a visit and there was lots of armoury, uniforms and medals of which 11 were Victoria crosses on 

display. We then enjoyed a meal and time at the Drum garden centre. 

We resume on Monday 3rd September at 7.30pm in the village hall.  

Christine Jamieson  

St Cyrus Tums, Toots and Toddlers 

Any members or interested parties 

are welcome to attend the St Cyrus 

Tums, Toots and Toddlers AGM at 

20.00, 7th June at the St Cyrus Inn. 

Unfortunately, the likely outcome of 

this meeting is that this will be the last term the 

playgroup will be running. We have been 

meeting every Friday in the Village Hall, and 

despite efforts to attract newcomers, the number 

of families attending have dwindled such that it is 

not sustainable to continue. 

We shall continue to meet on Fridays, 9.30-11.15 

for the rest of term, and would welcome any 

parent, grandparent or carer to bring along their 

little one to play while we share a cup of tea and 

a chat. 

Should the group discontinue we would propose 

keeping our toys in storage, in case anyone 

would be interested in re-starting the group in 

future.  

We will keep the Facebook group running so 

please do join and contact us if you’re keen to re-

start the group or just want to keep in 

touch with other parents of young 

children in the village.  

Fran Kent 

Thanks to all the Village Inn's 

customers for buying squares for 

the pamper hamper. We raised  

£100! Your support is much 

appreciated once again. 

Thanks also to everyone who 

attended our Disco Bingo on 

Saturday night and especially for 

all the support from Village Inn and staff.  We had 

a great night raising £325. 

Special thanks goes to Yvonne & Ian from the St 

Cyrus Hotel who donated £50 & Duncan from Barr 

Demolition Ltd who donated £75, making us 

reach £450.... 

 
All donations for our raffle were also greatly 

appreciated. Many many thanks St Cyrus 

Can I remind you we are a charity. We have no 

funding from Council or Government. We rely 

solely on fundraising and struggle each year, but 

are determined to keep on fighting to stay open, 

so if any more local businesses would like to 

donate or sponsor us that would be fantastic! 

Thanks! 

Helen 

Mary is starting a new Tai Chi beginners class on Wednesday 6th June in St Cyrus.  

The classes start at 12.30pm and last for about an hour. They cost £2.50 per class or 

£10.00 per month.  

Classes start  in Montrose on the same day in the Columba Hall at 6.30pm. 

Comfortable clothing and shoes are the only requirement and for £10.00 per month beginners can go 

to both classes. 
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MEARNS COMMUNITY CINEMA PRESENTS 

The Greatest Showman 

Saturday 9 June (PG) 1.30 pm, 

Doors open and refreshments available from 1 

pm. 

Look out for posters around the village advertising 

future films. 

Films are shown at Mearns Community Campus 

(Mearns Academy).  Tickets cost £5/£3.50 and are 

available from  Mearns Community Library, 

Laurenecekirk Post Office, online 

at www.neatshows.org.uk or on the door. 

Yoga 

Yoga sessions are held in Wairds 

park in Johnshaven on Thursdays 

from 5.30pm to 7pm. 

It’s for all abilities and we are a friendly bunch. It 

costs £5 per session.  You will need a mat and a 

blanket plus comfortable clothes.   

Georgina MacDonald organises it and her email 

address is jeomac@btinternet.com. 

Summer has come! 

On Royal Wedding Day a 

resident of St Cyrus spotted 

an inappropriately dressed 

Postman in the village.   

Apparently he hadn't  

received an invitation so no 

embarrassment occurred. 

St Cyrus Indoor Bowling 

The 2017/18 winter 

season drew to a close 

with a fun night and 

stovies evening in the 

Village Hall where the 

presentation of the prizes 

took place.  

The Club winners were. 

Club Championship: Ian Gall 

Runner up: Jessie Davidson 

Slessor Cup Ladies Championship: Jessie 

Davidson 

Runner up: Joan Murray 

Men’s KO Champion: Ian Gall  

Runner up: Andy Burns 

Doubles Champions J McNicol & J Davidson  

Runners up: J Murray & M Burns 

Triples Champions: Jack McNicol, Jessie Davidson 

& Ian Hourston 

Runners up: Ian Gall, Andy Burns & Doreen 

Paterson 

Rinks Champions: Ian Hourston, Jessie Davidson, 

Dougie Hamilton & Ian Gall  

Runners Up Andy Burns: Ron Beveridge, Morag 

Hamilton & Margaret Burns 

Senior Citizens 

Coffee Mornings 

Coffee Mornings will be held 

in the Village Hall from  

10am to 11.30am on: 

Saturday 16th June 

Wednesday 4th July 

Wednesday 25th July 

Saturday 11th August 

All Welcome! 

St Cyrus Community Council 

Do you think we should have one? Please come 

along to a meeting at St Cyrus Village Hall on 

Tuesday 19th June at 7pm. 

This your opportunity to find out what a 

Community Council is and what it can offer your 

community.  

 He timeframe for setting up a Community 

Council. 

 How to run a Community Council and who in 

the Community is best placed to do this? 

 What is the role of a Community Council and 

whet does a Community Council do? 

 What is it like being a Community Councillor? 

For further information contact : 

Karen McWilliam - 01467 537302 

Karen.mcwilliam@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

Linda Babbs - 01467 535733 - 

linda.babbs@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

 

http://www.neatshows.org.uk/
mailto:Karen.mcwilliam@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:linda.babbs@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Hello St Cyrus, 

Well, we may be four weeks or so late with our springtime, but it certainly looks to me as 

if the better days are coming along now; sunshine, leaves on the trees – grass needing 

cutting – the sounds of spring, including lawnmowers, in the air! Here’s wishing for a 

better summer this year!  

In the Church we seem to be stumbling along the right direction in our battle with the 

approval for our redevelopment plans. I won’t say we’re out of the woods, but definite 

progress is being made.   

Easter and Pentecost have flashed by. Our plant sale and coffee morning in the Community Hall went 

well, despite clashing with somebody’s wedding down in England. Our next event in the church will be 

Holy Communion, the Lord’s Supper, on 24th June during the normal Sunday Service which starts at 10am. 

Most weeks I go along to the Friendship Club in the Community Hall on a Wednesday, starting at 10:00 am 

till about one o’clock. It’s good fun, with an exercise class, a quiz, board games and ending with a hot 

lunch. The Club is always on the lookout for new members, so why not come along and join us?  

The church’s Sunday Club – it used to be called Sunday School when I was a boy – is gaining new 

members. Currently we hold it on the last Sunday of the month. The Club starts at 9:30, with activities, 

followed by attendance during the first part of the regular morning service, then further activities. Come 

and join in. Remember, mums and dads, there’s a cuppie and a fine piece after the service!  

We’re having a bit of difficulty with the church’s website at the moment, but hope we’ll be up and 

running again quite soon. Please bear with us while it gets sorted out!  

If anyone has any queries about the services the church offers or if in need of a listening ear, please do 

not hesitate to contact me, either by phone or email.  

Have a wonderful summer. Yours in Christ  

Norman Trewren, Probationary Minister 

Tel 01561 377359; email: NLennoxTrewren@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/mearnscoastal 

Interim Moderator Rev. Brian Smith - 01561 340302 - email BSmith@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk Dr Marshall Halliday - 01674 850549 email mmhviennahorne@aol.com   

Thanks to Ron Beveridge for sending in this 

photograph. 

Why not share your memories of the St Cyrus train 

service with us. 

You can send it to stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.com 

Flower Show 

Last year, after having very few entries in three of our sections and poor attendance on Show Day, we 

held a special meeting to decide on the future of the Show. We decided to cut the number of entries in 

these sections to encourage more people to enter.If this does not work and most of the entries come 

from the committee then the members feel that the Show will have reached a natural conclusion after 

a long run of 32 years. 

Schedules for the Show were given out in a previous newsletter but there will be spares in 

McColls. 

Meanwhile committee members will soon be clearing the barrels and planters round the 

village in preparation for our order of plants provided by Aberdeenshire Council which 

usually comes in early June. 

We will be giving each pupil at the primary school a sunflower plant to grow on in their 

own garden. This is usually judged in early September. 

On Gala Day we will be having plants for sale on our stall These have been grown in local 

gardens and advice can be given with the plants. Please come along and support us as the money 

raised goes toward the running of Show Day which is planned for Sunday 19th August. 

Hope to see you there.  

Isobel Smith 

mailto:NLennoxTrewren@churchofscotland.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/mearnscoastal
mailto:BSmith@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:mmhviennahorne@aol.com
mailto:stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.com


Page 6 St Cyrus Newsletter 

 

The Reserve has transformed itself into a mass of springtime colour!  

Blue Speedwells and Bluebells, pretty white Stitchworts, Meadow 

Saxifrage and glorious yellow Cowslip, Primrose and False Oxlip 

which is a hybrid of Primrose and Cowslip and something St Cyrus 

NNR is famous for! 

There have still been some late huge queen bees hurrying around, trying to organise a spot 

for their unborn broods to hatch in!  The queens awaken after a winter of torpor. She 

mated in the late summer/autumn. In the spring she has to feed to develop her ovaries 

and find a suitable nest site, perhaps an old mouse nest, or a warm hollow in the ground? 

Its great seeing them flying around with more vigour, now that the reserve is full of sweet nectar and 

pollen.  The queens make a wax pot and fill it with honey (regurgitated nectar).  She also builds up a 

store of pollen which she mixes this with a little saliva and nectar to make a ball of ‘bee bread’.  These 

stores help her survive if the weather gets bad.  She continues collecting pollen to make more bee 

bread to lay her eggs onto; she then covers her ball of bread and eggs with wax and like a bird she 

incubates it.  She even has a brood patch like a bird – an area with less hair that she presses on her 

brood. If it gets chilly she simply vibrates her wings to produce heat in her flight muscles ensuring her 

eggs are kept cosy! She feeds on her pot of honey as she incubates and after a few days the miracle of 

a new colony begins.  If you see a queen with her pollen sacs full of pollen it means she has already 

found a nest and is stocking up.  If you would like to try to identify some of the bumblebees on the 

reserve, there are some great free identification sheets online or pop into the office and we will give you 

a sheet!  

The air will soon be filled with the smell of the sweet honey scent of Ladies Bedstraw as it flowers across 

the reserve and the butterflies with be out in force we hope! Some years they have good years and 

others bad.  We carry out butterfly transects every year, walking the same route as staff before us have 

done for 25 years!  Studies like this are excellent at showing us how populations change and also how 

bad weather and climate change affects species. It’s often things like Lepidoptera (moth and butterfly) 

which are excellent ‘micro’ indicators of climate change. We may lose species to the North and gain 

species from the South for example.  St Cyrus now has over 500 species of Lepidoptera, making it the 

best site in NE Scotland!  Really looking forward to a good year this year filled with hundreds of scaly 

winged beauties!  

As well as the Bibionid, or Saint Marks fly (big black dangly legged harmless flies) another 

unmistakable flying insect at the moment is the Cinnabar moth This black and red moth 

warns predators that it is toxic!  It munches away on ragwort as a caterpillar and not 

only takes in the nutrients to its body but also the toxins contained in the plant.  What a 

great defence. Hundreds upon hundreds of these little moths have spent the winter as 

pupae wrapped in a cocoon safe under the ground, if you’re lucky you may see one 

emerging and ‘pumping’ their wings up ready for their maiden flight! Cinnabar moths 

used to be at their Northernmost limit at St Cyrus but have now marched further 

Northwards. The name ‘cinnabar’ comes from the bright red mineral that was used by artists as a red 

pigment.  A similar moth that will be on the wing a little later in the year is the Six Spot Burnet Moth, red 

and black again but with very striking six spots of red on a glistening black background.  At this time of 

year you can search for its fat juicy caterpillar on Birds Foot Trefoil instead.   

We are busy with school groups at the moment and have already had our first events but May and 

June also require that lots of our time goes on botanical monitoring.  We map and count certain species 

that are uncharacteristic of the area, rare or at the Northernmost limits of their range.   

At the moment we are mapping the Kidney Vetch. It is the sole food plant for the 

rare Small Blue butterfly.  Kidney vetch occurrence is cyclical and some years we find it 

in profusion and other years hardly at all.  This year is astonishing and parts of the cliffs 

are cloaked in it!   

Let’s hope the Small Blues share its success this year. The Small Blue is our smallest 

butterfly with a wingspan of 20 - 30mm, they live in small colonies and unfortunately are 

declining in many areas.  Keep your eyes peeled on warm sunny days, you never know 

you may catch a glimpse or even better a photo!  We have not seen any for many 

years now so I would be keen on receiving any sightings. I believe they are there but just hiding away 

on the scree slopes high on the cliffs away from our reach.  
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Once again it has been a month of achievements for the Solos.  The couch to 5k 

sessions have been a real hit and the runners are doing well, now half way 

through their sessions and looking forward to doing their first Parkrun together. We 

have been bowled over by their enthusiasm and everyone is so friendly and keen 

to succeed - they’ve even been running in the rain!  

Unfortunately we still have a few niggles and a couple of runners on the injury bench, Chris being one of 

them. He’s really being missed by the group but not by anyone more than me.  On training nights I’ve 

found myself doing ‘nice’ things like welcoming newbies, saying nice heartfelt encouraging things to 

people instead of pushing them up the next hill and it just doesn’t suit me! Hurry back Chris, we miss your 

gentle encouragement! 

We’ve had a few races since the last newsletter entry, and everyone has performed well, a few of the 

ladies did the Smokies, which is a ladies only event (I don’t grudge this at all...).  2 solos finished in the 

top 20 on the Angus half marathon, several of us completed the Balmoral 10k, which is a hilly 10k 

through the Queens estate in Balmoral.  Iain wowed us all once again, this time by completing the 

Kintyre ultra marathon  which is a whopping 58km long with 1300m of elevation gain, and he came 14th 

which is some achievement. 

We had a social night out to the Alma in Laurencekirk which was a good laugh, it’s always nice to hang 

up the running shoes from time to time and meet everyone on a social level, something which we aim 

to do more of going forward. 

The Gala Fun Run will be on 5th June and is a 5k event with the option for people to cut 

it short if little leggies are getting tired; dogs and kids are welcome.  Look out for posters 

around the village or hit us up on Facebook or solosfunrun@gmail.com if you’d like more 

info. 

I hit a new milestone this month, 30kg lighter than when I started running 4 years ago 

(and I mention it at every opportunity). That’s 4.7 stone I was lugging around with me, 

on every step.  I signed up to a 10k to raise money for Alzheimer Scotland which my 

grandma was suffering from at the time and until that day I’d never ran at all. I remember every step 

being a struggle and absolutely hating it.  Before long, weight started coming off and it became easier 

and then I caught the bug.  People from Stonehaven, where I lived before moving to St Cyrus, knew me 

as a jolly chubby guy who would fold 2 slices of doner pizza in half so I could eat them at the same time 

and they’re still surprised when the see the gangly skinny guy that I am now (although much less jolly).  

People I meet now just assume I’ve always been skinny and grumpy, but it’s been a gradual process 

and I’m proud of my achievement. It’s why I’m so keen to see new runners succeed when they join the 

group and it’s why I seldom accept “I’m not built for running” as a valid excuse. Neither was I; I was built 

for pizza! So if you feel you’re not built for running but 

still want to give it a go, come along - you’ll be made 

to feel welcome.  Tuesdays and Thursdays at the 

Village Hall at 7.30pm.  

Solos out. 

Si Chalmers 

stcyrussolos@gmail.com 

http://stcyrussolos.webnode.com 

St.Cyrus Solos Running Club 

One of these medals 

has your name on it! 

Wildlife highlights: 

Hearing my first cuckoo and wondering which poor unsuspecting tiny bird was 

going to have to raise their giant chicks!  We have seen young cuckoo near the 

reed beds for two years running now so believe they are nesting on the 

Reserve!   

Watching the four Raven chicks learn to fly and watching the Shelduck scurry around the 

rabbit burrows that they have chosen to nest in - fascinating birds!  

Being brought a Pennants Swimming Crab by one of Frida’s beach school explorers, and 

discovering that this species of crab has only been recorded on 3 other sites in Scotland.  I 

think that this is probably to do with under recording so once again keep your eyes 

peeled!  

Finally, studying a Curled Octopus that I had found on the beach, incredible animal! 

We have another action packed events program for you this season so please do look 

out for posters in the local shop or better still check out our Facebook page St Cyrus NNR. 

Therese Alampo, Reserve Manager 

mailto:solosfunrun@gmail.com
mailto:stcyrussolos@gmail.com
http://stcyrussolos.webnode.com
https://www.facebook.com/StCyrus-Solos-Running-Club-851405071628268/?fref=ts
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Our Museum and Artefacts 

Cllr Jeff Hutchison and myself had a most interesting visit to Aberdeenshire Council’s Museum for 

Artefacts and Heritage which is based at Mintlaw. It houses over 21k items which are all recorded, 

photographed and stored for safety and posterity. 

It is open to the public, ideally by appointment, and over two floors you can explore and see 

agricultural equipment from the past, paintings, historical documents and we made a request to see 

the spectacular Provost chain belonging to the Royal Burgh of Inverbervie. 

The storage vaults were intriguing and we were also shown a mummified head! 

There is a museum photographer on site and a photographic studio which is state of the art. This allows 

items to be highlighted for publications and recorded for display on the Council website which is of 

course accessible to any member of the public. Using the search engine, you can look for items from 

any location. 

The criteria for items to be displayed is that they must originate or have some significance in 

Aberdeenshire. Mobile displays can also be dispatched to particular local events where communities 

want to display their local heritage. 

It was an interesting morning and it is a resource which belongs to all of us. Do stop off if you are up in 

that area! 

George Carr 

Hi St Cyrus, 

The Green Waste Lorry will be in its usual place beside the glass recycling point at 

Ecclesgreig Park from 8am to 11am every Saturday until 3rd November 2018. All welcome! 

Nothing after 10.50am please so that I can clean up and head for Bervie. All green waste 

taken, but no stones, wood or soil. 

It’s a real shame the council don’t do a door step green waste collection (and glass for that matter), 

because far too much recyclables are going in landfill bins. But I just work for them and ‘they’ don’t 

listen to us ….. 

Unfortunately out of all the coastal villages I do each day, St. Cyrus produces the most landfill waste, 

some 12 -14 tons on a Friday, with 30% of it containing glass, recycling products and green waste. At a 

rough guess 98% of waste bins are usually out for collection, but only around 60% of recycle bins. 

This is just a heads up that a lot of people could recycle much more than they do. You can request free 

blue lid recycling bins on the Aberdeenshire web page www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/waste/household-

rubbish/request-bins or call the waste line number 03456 081207. I hope this helps you all a little. 

Cardboard skips are gone for good due to cut backs to the council’s budget, so I’m told by the powers 

that be. That’s why they are supplying extra blue lid bins free to house holds. 

Maybe St Cyrus could start a composting scheme like Johnshaven have. Green waste is collected every 

2 weeks by volunteers. You pay for your bag (one off annual fee) but it’s the environmentally sound 

option and way cheaper than driving it to Montrose and no stinky smell in your car. Details of 

Johnshaven’s scheme can be found on SHARK website shark-johnshaven.btck.co.uk/Composting. 

Ray Thomson 

St Cyrus Waste Collector 

Buying a Home Composter 

You can have up to two compost bins per household. The bins are available in two sizes: 

Smaller 320 litre compost bin, £20 with delivery (usually costs around £85) 

Large 800 litre compost bin, £35 with delivery (usually costs around £155) 

You can order home compost bins by contacting Wasteline 03456 081207 

You can see all of the ‘Big Recycling Challenge Survey’ results, which give a snapshot of local recycling 

habits and preferences, here: http://bit.ly/BRSRes. 

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/waste/household-rubbish/request-bins/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/waste/household-rubbish/request-bins/
tel:03456081207
http://shark-johnshaven.btck.co.uk/Composting
http://bit.ly/BRSRes
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Aberdeenshire 

Youth Voices 

Youth Voices is an 

opportunity to celebrate 

the diversity and range of 

amazing young personalities, talents, and 

individuals living in Aberdeenshire. It aims to 

provide a platform from which young people 

(age 8-25) can share their hopes and aspirations 

for Year of Young People 2018, and tell the world 

what matters most.   

 Each Youth Voice will share a young person’s 

interests, hobbies, and perspective on living and 

growing up in Aberdeenshire, with 52 voices 

shared over the course of the year. Any young 

person aged 8-25 years old, living in 

Aberdeenshire can take part and entries can be 

submitted using a range of formats including any 

combination of: 

 A photo or selfie with a written piece 

 A drawing or graphic 

 An audio recording of your story/ views 

 A short video-clip (visual/audio) 

 A written piece 

 A poem or song 

Youth Voices will be showcased on 

Aberdeenshire’s Getting It Right For Every Child 

website in our Year of Young People section, 

which you can find here: www.girfec-

aberdeenshire.org/home/children-and-young-

people/aberdeenshire-year-of-young-people-

2018. 

Entries and completed consent forms should be 

marked FAO: Youth Voices. You can either email 

to: localgirfecgroups@aberdeenshire.co.uk or 

post to c/o Bryony Revell) Education & Children’s 

Services, Woodhill House, Westburn Road, 

Aberdeen, AB16 5GB. 

I’ve been in the Montrose library, in its temporary home in John Street, borrowing some elusive titles of 

late. So what, you might ask, thousands of people use libraries daily. But going into the Montrose library 

reminded me of the range of services it provides, complete with an unfailingly helpful and friendly staff.  

New technology, Kindles and I-pads, have challenged libraries and bookshops, but they are a long way 

from being down and out. Quite the reverse, traditional book sales are recovering.  

I felt quite guilty several years ago when I bought a Kindle after decades of acquiring and collecting 

books – witness a study where a lifelong passion for books has resulted in sagging shelves and an 

everlasting search for floor space.    

However, I have learned that while the Kindle is an admirable friend for train and aeroplane journeys, it 

has its limitations.  

For me, embracing a new technology, was not about abandoning a passion for books, their printed 

content, the texture and smell of the pages and the everlasting pleasure of physically handling a book 

and seeing it stacked on a shelf, ready for use.  

Books have been an integral part of my life. They have a historical context and an unparalleled 

lineage. What they have to offer and what they contain has been a stimulus to mankind from time 

immemorial.  

Bookshops and libraries are more than a repository for the written word: They 

are a source of entertainment, knowledge, joy and education.   

I have lost count of the hours I have spent in second hand bookshops, 

searching for the gems that are so often there – old works showing the signs 

of age with dignity, some with fascinating annotations, and others revealing 

the name of those who have possessed and treasured them for decades.  

I once sat at an auction in Montrose for a long five hours to acquire George Robertson’s General View 

of the Agriculture of Kincardine-Shire, or the Mearns, published in 1829. Delia Smith kindly sent me a 

signed copy of one of her recipe books following a column I wrote about her and the late Tony Benn 

did the same on the back of an interview with him.    

“Real” books and libraries are here for some time yet – and no bad thing.  

Bill Howatson 

Ian Crothers is the member of staff and the van calls fortnightly on Mondays in St 

Cyrus: www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/libraries/locations/mobile-libraries. 

Hall 3:35 to 3:55pm - Invergarry Park 3:15 to 3:30pm - Croft Place - 4 to 4:20pm 

Mobile Library 

http://www.girfec-aberdeenshire.org/home/children-and-young-people/aberdeenshire-year-of-young-people-2018/
http://www.girfec-aberdeenshire.org/home/children-and-young-people/aberdeenshire-year-of-young-people-2018/
http://www.girfec-aberdeenshire.org/home/children-and-young-people/aberdeenshire-year-of-young-people-2018/
http://www.girfec-aberdeenshire.org/home/children-and-young-people/aberdeenshire-year-of-young-people-2018/
mailto:localgirfecgroups@aberdeenshire.co.uk
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/libraries/locations/mobile-libraries
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You can donate blood at: 

Dickson Hall, Station Road, Laurencekirk 

Sunday 01 Jul 2018 

10:30 - 12:30 and 14:00 - 15:45 

For other venues or more information see: 

 www.scotblood.co.uk or call 0845 90 90 999 

Mearns Community Transport 

We have a minibus available for hire to community groups and organisations in the Mearns 

Area at very competitive rates. The bus can be picked up from Mearns Community Campus 

It is a Mercedes Sprinter minibus which can carry 15 passengers. It is fully accessible and 

equipped with a tail lift to enable those with limited mobility, in wheelchairs or with walking 

frames to access the bus. 

Users of the bus can provide their own driver as long as they have D1 entitlement on their licence, hold 

a valid MiDAS certificate and Aberdeenshire Council Permit. However, we have a list of drivers that are 

available on a voluntary basis. 

To book the bus or for further information: Tel: 01561 377000 - Email: mearnsct2@gmail.com or pop into 

the office at 44 High Street, Laurencekirk. We're open Wednesday and Friday 10am-3pm. 

Visit the AVA website for regularly up-

dated funding information at: 

avashire.org.uk/funding.html.   

Or see KDP at 
www.kincardineshiredp.org/contact-us.html 

3rd Floor, 42-46 Barclay Street 

Stonehaven AB39 2FX 

Tel No: 01569 763246 

Email: officesupport@kincardineshiredp.org 

K & M Community Empowerment Event 

In 2015 Parliament passed the Community 

Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 to give new 

rights to community bodies and new duties to 

public sector authorities.  

Three years on we wish to look at Community 

Empowerment in Kincardine and Mearns, 

understand what truly empowered communities 

look like and further engage with the Act to 

ensure that our communities maximise the 

opportunities it should present.  

KDP are in the process of organising a day event 

for community groups to consider the wider 

subject of Community Empowerment and how it 

could align with the Act. The event will be held 

on Monday 25th June 2018 at the Jubilee Hall, 

Portlethen.  

More information and details to follow. In the 

meantime, we are receiving expressions of 

interest to help us consider numbers for catering, 

etc. Please contact the KDP Office should you be 

interested in taking part.  

Kincardineshire Dev. Partnership 

Tel:  01569 763246 

www.kincardineshiredp.org 

 

Arbuthnott 
Art and Craft Exhibition 

Grassic Gibbon Centre 

16 July – 5 August 2018 

arts@grassicgibbon.com 

01561 361668 

 

Paws & Claws Professional trained Dog Groomers, 

Over 11 years experience in grooming. 

Purpose built Salon; all breeds 

catered for, Pick up / drop off free 

of charge in Montrose and  

St Cyrus. 

Masagana House, Lochside Road, 

St Cyrus.  

Mob 0754 2849907         Paws & Claws 

Your dog is not 
worried about his 

number two’s! 

Funding 

http://www.scotblood.co.uk
mailto:mearnsct2@gmail.com
avashire.org.uk/funding.html
http://www.kincardineshiredp.org/contact-us.html
mailto:officesupport@kincardineshiredp.org
http://www.kincardineshiredp.org
mailto:arts@grassicgibbon.com
Paws%20&%20Claws
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Accountancy, Taxation and Business Services - Axiom Business Consultancy Limited. For a professional, 

 confidential and prompt service for all your accountancy, bookkeeping, payroll and tax liability 

 needs please contact Christopher Doan FCCA (Chartered Certified Accountant with over 25 

years  experience). Mob : 07572 835 144 or Email c.doan@axiombusinessconsultancy.com 

Antiques and Collectibles - Croft Curios - Provincial Silver Flatware, Miltonhaven Caravan Park, Open 

daily  10am -5pm; Tel: 01674 850413; e-mail: miltonhaven@btconnect.com; Website 

 www.miltonhaven.co.uk 

Architectural Services - RGS Design; Bob Smith; Mob 0779 3007016; e-mail bob@rgsdesign.co.uk 

Architectural Services - Norman McIntosh MCIAT Chartered Architectural Technologist; Roundhouse 

 Architecture Ltd, The Roundhouse, Lochside Road, St Cyrus, DD10 0DB. Tel 01674 850187; Mob 

 07754 758245; e-mail info@roundhousearchitecture.com; Website 

 www.roundhousearchitecture.com 

Beauty By Elaine - Elaine Riddell 36 Invergarry Park, St Cyrus, DD10 0BU. Home visits available by request, 

 Mob 07855 002497; email beautybyelaine@hotmail.co.uk;        Beauty by Elaine 

Beauty Therapist - in the comfort of your own home. Hazel Anderson Tel 01674 850402;  

 Mob 0774 5962502 

Beauty Therapist - MYA Beauty; Highly trained beauty therapist now taking bookings. I offer current 'in 

 trend' treatments such as: - HD Brows - LVL - Lycon Waxing. For more treatments please go to my 

 website: www.myabeauty.co.uk or by telephone on 07703693085 

Blinds - Featherston Blinds; Also extensive range of lamps and furniture; 176 High St, Montrose.  

 Tel 01674 677602; e-mail info@featherstonblinds.co.uk; Website www.featherstonblinds.co.uk.  

Childminder - Lisa Grant - Fully Registered Childminder, Age 4+, Breakfast Club & After School Club 

 (drop off / collection St Cyrus Primary School) In service days & Holidays Tel: 07495427269 

Chimney Sweep - Ewan McLean, Barton, Kingoldrum, Kirriemuir. Mob 0771 1334203 

Cleaning - Maid4cleaning Ltd. We are a local cleaning business with 5 years professional cleaning 

 experience in domestic and commercial cleaning. Tel 01674 850375 or 0757 7020586  

Computer Repairs - Sparky Computers; Mobile computer repairs service for home & business.  

 Tel 01561 378911; Mob 07887 808556 

Driveway & Patio Services - John Adam; 01674 850779; Mob. 07771 846357;  

 email johnadampaving@hotmail.co.uk 

Professional Dog Groomers, Purpose built Salon; all breeds catered for, pick up / drop off free of charge. 

 Masagana House, Lochside Road, St Cyrus. Mob 0754 2849907        Paws & Claws 

Driving School - Brian A Thomson; Fairmont, South Links, Traill Drive, Montrose DD10 8EJ.  

 Mob 0777 5727603 

Electrician - A1 Electrical (David West Proprietor); Select Approved Electrician; Tel 01674 677365;  

 Mob 0775 9347353; Website david-west-electrical.co.uk;         David-West-Electrical 

Electrician - John McIntosh Electrical Ltd Registered in Scotland. SC433510. Registered head office: 

 Lamondfauld Cottage, Dubton Road, Hillside, Montrose DD10 9EQ. Tel 01674 434 267  

 Mob 07971 520 435 Website www.johnmcintoshelectrical.co.uk 

Electrician - Barry West; Tel 01674 677365; Mob 0784 2911414; email  barrywestelectrical@hotmail.com 

English Tutor -  National 5/Higher English Tuition - Michelle Stirling, Maybank Lochside Road, St Cyrus.  

 Mob: 07596465203; Email: ddmstirling581@glow.sch.uk  

Garage - The Motorstore Montrose. Repairs, Pre-MOT, tyres, batteries and exhausts. Tel 01674 678887 

Garage - Wilsons Garage, Main Road, St Cyrus. Tel 01674 850244. E-mail 

 wilsonsgarage85@btconnect.com . MOT’s, servicing, repairs and diagnostics.  

Guitar Lessons - Caroline Jones, LTCL. Experienced in working with children and adults.  

 Also ukulele for beginners and music theory. Tel: 01561 361178.  

 Website: www.carolinemjones.wordpress.com  

Hairstylist - Tammy, Mobile Hairstylist St Cyrus. Mob 0756 5594360 

Handmade soap products - Artesan Crafts at 14 Murray Street Montrose for handmade soap products 

 and other craft gifts.  Mob 07931 949190. Open Tues-Sat 9.30am - 5pm. For Dec/Jan see 

        @artesan.crafts.scotland 

Handyman - Aaron's Home & Garden Services. Tel: 01674 850845 Mob: 07753180715 

mailto:c.doan@axiombusinessconsultancy.com
mailto:miltonhaven@btconnect.com
http://www.myabeauty.co.uk
mailto:info@featherstonblinds.co.uk
Paws%20&%20Claws
David-West-Electrical
http://www.johnmcintoshelectrical.co.uk
mailto:ddmstirling581@glow.sch.uk
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/Artesan.Crafts.Scotland/?fref=ts
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Hotel / Restaurant - St Cyrus Village Inn - Bentleys Restaurant - Great Scot Village Pub.   

 Tel 01674 850356; Website: www.stcyrus-hotel.co.uk; email stcyrushotel@btconnect.com 

         www.facebook.com/St-Cyrus-Village-Inn 

Joiner - Ross Leitch Joinery Services. Tel 01674 677552, Mob 0789 2673099; Website www.rljsltd.co.uk 

Joiner/Building Contractor - Dontay Contracts - Windows/Doors/Extensions; Serving the local 

 community. Call 01674 850055 or Mob 07723 323671 

Joinery Manufacture - MJM (Stevie Maddock) - Doors, Windows, Staircases, Bespoke Products;  

 Mob: 07802894695; Website www.maddockjoinerymanufacture.co.uk 

Landscaping and Groundworks - Gary Low; Tel: 01674 672494; Mob: 07969 066807;  

 email: gary@gllandscaping.co.uk; Website: www.gllandscaping.co.uk/ 

Locksmith - Will McDermott. Qualified Locksmith and City & Guilds Electrical installer. 24/7 emergency 

 call outs and all locks changed. Based in St Cyrus Email: Will.advent@gmail.com 

 Website: http://www.willmcdermottlocksmith.co.uk; Phone Number: 0800 0856820 (free 

 number) Mobile: 07590623456 

Man and Van - MAF Couriers. Skip runs, DIY store collection or anything else you might need a van for.  

 Tel: 07715557968; e-mail MAFCouriers@hotmail.co.uk;        MAF Couriers. Contact Mark for  

 quote. 

Massage Therapy - Remedial and Sports Massage (AMTS), Swedish (SMS). Hilda Peters, Member of 

Scottish Massage Therapists Organisation.  Johnshaven (or home visit if required.). Tel 01561 361965;  

 Mob 07810 374793; email mitisetfortis@gmail.com 

Painting & Decorating - Grant's Decorating is a family owned business for domestic and commercial 

 clients. Mob 07508244711; email enquiries@grantsdecorating.co.uk; Website 

 www.grantsdecorating.co.uk;        https://m.facebook.com/grantsdecorating 

Plumber - Heating Engineer. Martin Ritchie, Myreside, Long Row, Kirkton, St Cyrus; Tel 01674 850107;  

 Mob 07837 578454 

Photographer - Snowfox Photography, Lee Corpe, St Cyrus, Mob 0779 2957118;  

 Website www.snowfoxphotography.com 

Reflexology - Falling to pieces with back, neck, migraine or joint pain? The Dorn Therapy Method treats 

 pain safely, naturally & gently. To get on the road to recovery contact 

 lynne@butterflydreams.co.uk; Mob 07808 764712 

Solicitors - Scott Alexander, 46 High Street, Montrose, DD10 8JF. Contact Elizabeth Alexander on  

 01674 671477; Website www.scottalexandersolicitors.co.uk 

Taxi - St Cyrus Taxi; Nick Alchin. Wheelchair accessible, local, long distance, airports. Email 

 stcyrustaxi@gmail.com;       stcyrustaxi;. Mob  07889 740235 - 07852 912896 

Tool Hire - R.K Services (Montrose) Ltd; 67 North Esk Road, Montrose. Tel 01674 677500 

Typing Services - Park Typing Services; Moira Park; Mob 07854 066026;        Park Typing Services;  

         @ParkTyping; Email parktypingservices@gmail.com 

Transport Services - Landrover and Trailer Hire; J Jobson, Invergarry Park, St Cyrus. Tel 01674 850603; 

 Mob 07816 214254 

Web Design & Online Marketing - Alasdair Orr. Tel 0844 800 7109; Mob 07979 990 898;  

 e-mail al@sugarshaker.com; Website www.sugarshaker.com 

Business Directory 

To have your business included in the directory, please e-mail stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk. 

Entries in the Business Directory are charged at £5 per issue, which goes towards paying our production 

costs.  

The Newsletter is distributed to over 700 households in the village every two months. 

DISCLAIMER - Opinions expressed in this production are solely those of the original authors and do not 

necessarily represent those of St Cyrus Newsletter Group and/or any/all contributors to this newsletter.  

Although paid advertisements may appear in this publication, the St Cyrus Newsletter Group does not 

endorse the advertised product, service, or company, nor any of the claims made in the advertisement. 

There is no commercial involvement by advertisers in the development of the content or in the editorial 

decision-making process. 

http://www.stcyrus-hotel.co.uk/
mailto:stcyrushotel@btconnect.com
mailto:www.facebook.com/St-Cyrus-Village-Inn
http://www.rljsltd.co.uk
mailto:Will.advent@gmail.com
http://www.willmcdermottlocksmith.co.uk/
mailto:MAF%20Couriers
mailto:mitisetfortis@gmail.com
http://www.grantsdecorating.co.uk/
http://www.grantsdecorating.co.uk/
https://m.facebook.com/grantsdecorating/?__mref=message_bubble
http://www.snowfoxphotography.com
mailto:solosfunrun@gmail.com
http://www.scottalexandersolicitors.co.uk
mailto:stcyrustaximailto:https://www.facebook.com/stcyrustaxi/?fref=ts
mailto:Park%20Typing%20Services
mailto:@ParkTyping;
mailto:parktypingservices@gmail.com
mailto:stcyrusnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk

